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Names of newspapers. Place of publication. number of Dates of papers received and examined 


subscribers, for the week, 


BENGALI. 


Fortnightly. 


“ Ahmadi" ,; Tangail, Mymensingh 
‘ Bankura Darpan ‘ Bankura es 
“ Kaliyuga Calcutta ; oe ale 

“ Kasipur Nivasi © Kasipur, Barisal _... 12th March 1892. 
‘* Navamihir Ghatail, Mymensingh 
‘Ulubaria Darpan”’ Ulubaria oi 13th _ ditto. 


Tri-monthly. 


‘“ Hitakari ’’ Kushtia 12th 
Weekly, 


“ Bangavasi” Calcutta «- | 20,000 | 19th — ditto. 
“ Banganivasi ” Ditto on 8,000 | 18th ditto. 
66 Burdwan Sanjivani sds : Burdwan eee 335 15th ditto. 
‘“ Oharuvarta ” Sherepore, Mymensingh 400 | 14th ditto. 
Dacca Prakash ”’ Dacca tee 2,200 | 20th ditto. 
‘« Education Gazette '’ Hooghly ve 826 | 18th ditto. 
“+ Grhmvasi ” Ramkristopore, Howrah; 1,000 | 21st ditto. 
“ Hindu Ranjiké” _ | Boalia, Rajshahi 212 |J6th = ditto. 
‘“ Hitavadi”’ Calcutta is ahi 
‘“ Murshidabad Pratinidhi ”’ ... ... | Berhampore Veeeee 
“ Navayuga ” Calcutta 500 |1ith ditto. 
“ Prakriti Ditto se 19th ditto. 
+ Deatihie ” Berhampore 609 |1lth ditto. 
“ Prithivi” Calcutta tebees 


“ Rangpur Dikprakash "’ Kakinia, Rangpur iat: a 
‘ Sahachar”’ .. | Calcutta 800-1,000 | 16th ditto. 
‘ Sahayogi’”’ _ | Barisal 342 | 12th ditto, 
“ Sakti” Dacca sini 
‘ Samaj-o-Sahitya ”’ Garibpore, Nadia 1,00 
rT Samaya Ju Calcutta 3,000 ; 

‘ Sanjivani °’ | Ditto 4,000 {19th ditto. 
“ Sansodinnt”’ Chittagong 
‘Saraswat Patra ”’ . Dacca 
‘*Som Prakash ”’ Calcutta 

‘ Srimanta Sadagar ”’ Ditto 

‘* Sudhakar ”’ Ditto 

‘ Sulabh Samachar” Ditto 


ditto. 
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Daily. 


‘* Banga Vidya Prakashika ” Calcutta 18th, 19th, and 22nd March 1892. 
‘* Bengal Exchange Gazette ”’ Ditto 17th March 1892. 

‘** Dainikeo-Samachar Chandrika Ditto | 20th to 24th March 1893. h 
* Samvad Prabhakar ”’ Ditto 18th, 19th, and 2ist to 24th Mare 


1892. b 
‘* Samvad Purnachandrodaya ’’ Ditto 18th, 19th, and 2Ist to 23rd Mare 


1892. 
* Sulabh Dainik’”’ _| Ditto 17th and 19th March 1892. 


ENGLISH AND Benaatt. 
Weekly. 


| “ Dacca Gazette’ | 2lst March 18942. 
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Re 
Names of newspapers. Place of publication. ported 


number of 
subscribers, 


Date of papers received and examined 
for the week. 


HInpI1. 


Monthly. 


“ Darjeeling Mission ke Masik Samachar 
| See 
« Kshatriya Patrika ace 


Weekly. 


“Aryavatta 
“ Behar Bandhu | 
“ Bhérat Mitra ° ae 
“ Champaran Chandrika ‘ 
“Desi Vyapari ” 

‘Hindi Bangavasi”’ 

‘Sar Sudhanidhi ”’ 

“ Uchit Bakta ” 


Urpv. 
Weekly. 


‘Al Punch ” ne 
‘Anis’: eve 
“Calcutta Punch” vee 

‘ Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide ”’ 
“General and Gauhariasfi’’... — 

“ Mehre Monawar ” vee 

‘6 Raisul-Akhbari-Murshidabad’’ 
‘¢Setare Hind wd eee 


URIYA. 


Monthly. 
“Asha ’’ 
“Echo” 
“ Pradip ”’ 
“ Samyabadi *’ 
“Taraka and Subhavarta ’’ 
“Utkalprana ” 


Weekly. 


“Dipaka ”’ 
‘“Samvad Vahika ’’ 6 


“Uriyaand Navasamvad’’ ,,, 
 Utkal Dipika ”’ 


PAPERS PUBLISHED IN ASSAM. 


BENGALI. 


Fortnightly. 


‘‘ Paridarshak ”’ 
‘* Silchar ’’ 


Weekly. 
“Srihatta Mihir” 


— 


Darjeeling 
Patna 


Calcutta 
Bankipore 
Calcutta 
Bettiah 
Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Bankipore 
Patna 
Calcutta 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Muzaffarpur 
Murshidabad 
Arrah 


Cuttack 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Mohurbhunj 


Cuttack 
Balasore 
Ditto 
Cuttack 


Sylhet 
Silchar 


Sylhet 


750 
500 
1,200 
350 


"340 


150 


165 


200 
420 
420 


17th March 1892. 


3rd, 10th and 17th March 1892. 


7th, and 21st March 1892. 


18thMarch 1892. 
21st ditto. 


26th February and 3rd March 1892. 
24th ditto and2nd ditto. 
27th ditto and 6th ditto. 


7th ditto and7th ditto. 
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I.—Foreien POLITICS. 


‘no to the new Lushai expedition, the Banganivasi, of the 18th 
egy March, a that the English hope to subdue 
the Lushais very soon, but that seems quite an 
. spossibility. ‘The English Government have on several occasions quarrelled 
ith the hill tribes, but have never been able to settle the differences easily. 
if the Lushais submit at all on the present occasion, they will not do so until 
after a stubborn resistance and much bloodshed. It 1s quite inexplicable why 
the English Government should unnecessarily seek to destroy the independence 
of these mountain people, for itis all one whether they are brought under 
subjection or not. The English Government may hope to derive some benefit 
by treating them well. But the British troops on the frontier seem always 
anxious and 1m patient to catch an opportunity of showing their prowess in the 
-esence of the Lushais and other mountain tribes. It was only the other day 
that the Black Mountain Expedifion came to an end, and the Government 1s 
already engaged in another expedition like it. Such things are possible only 
because no one is accountable for the money which is squandered in these 


undertakings. 


The Lushai Expedition. 


II.—Home ApDMINISTRATION. 
(a) — Police. 


9. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 15th March, says 
that on the 26th February last, a theft was com- 
Thefts at _Ichhapur in the dis- mitted in the house of Ambika Kamarni of Ichhapur 
oT in the district of Burdwan. But no police officer 
has, up to this time, come to the village to investigate the matter, and the 
chaukidar has ordered the openings made by the thieves to be closed. The 
writer does not know why the police invariably orders the openings made in 
people's houses by thieves to be closed. On the same night, the thieves also 
made an attempt on the house of Madhu Ganguli, but as Madhu awoke, the 
attempt failed. But the police made no enquiry into this matter either. This 
has terrified the people. The Magistrate and the District Superintendent of 
Police are asked to look to the matter. 
Asuspicious death in Berham- 3. The Bunganivast, of the 19th March, has the 
pore, following :— 

There is great sensation just now in Berhampore about the death of one 
Domon Ghosh. ‘The circumstances of the case as given by a correspondent are 
as follow: —On the 12th February last, there was a ball in the barracks near the 
Collector’s cutcherry in Berhampore. Domon was the servant of the proprietor 
ofafactory, and accompanied his master to the place of amusement. In the 


depth of the night the strong-bodied Domon was found lying wounded in 


the ball-room. He remained there in that condition till the afternoon of the 
tollowing day, when he was taken to the hospital, in charge of a constable. 
But the constable did not bring with him the usual police form in such cases. 
Aud when Domon was lying in the ball-room no relative of his was allowed to 
come near him. Nor was he properly nursed or placed under a physician. The 
man died on the morning after his removal to the hospital. His evidence was 
not taken before his death, and after his death there was an unusual delay in 
holding a post mortem. And no one knows the result of the post mortem. 
The story as related by the correspondent is a mysterious one. How Domon 
came to be wounded in the ball-room is a question which ought to be answered 
uf the European ladies and gentlemen in Berhampore have a care for their own 
reputation. And it will be a disgrace to the authorities if the real circumstances 
of this case are not brought to light. The public have the right to demand of 
the authorities a clear solution of the whole affair. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


4. The Hitakari, of the 12th March, says that if Government only meant 
to reduce expenditure by appointing Parbati Babv, 
unsif’s Court, Kushtia. late head clerk of the Kushtia Small Cause Court, 

| to the sarishtadarship of the Bhanga Munsifi in the 


The sarishtadarshj of the First 


BANGANIVASI,” 
March 18th, 1892, 


BURDWAN SaANJIVANT, 
March 15th, 1892, 


BANGANIVASI, 
March 19th, 1892. 


HitTak Rl, 
March 12th, 1892. 
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Faridpur district, on a salary of Rs. 100, then its object would ha 
equally gained by appointing him to the sarishtadarship of the First 
Court in Kushtia. It is absolutely necessary to appoint an Engli 
clerk to this post, its holder having to write the records of Small Cause Court 
suits and all certificates, including certificates of succession. Nothing but the 
inefficiency of the present sarishtadar of the First Munsit’s Court enabled Bhubay 
Baral to tamper with the accounts, 
5. The Sahachar, of the 16th March, says that the costs of the ciyj 
wi -.. courts are increasing at such a rate that ciyj 
oa and criminal justice im justice may now be said to be sold by auction, 
And as regards criminal justice, it has in a manner 
ceased to be administered, cases being now decided just as the Police and th 
District Magistrate wish that they should be. Pleaders, Mukhtars, and 
witnesses do not now go to the courts of the Magistrates and Deputy Magis. 
trates in the hope of seeing justice done to,the accused, but simply to tender 
evidence on his behalf, and to criticise the evidence which is tendered against 
him. For, as regards the result of the trial, they know well that the aceused 
will be convicted. Whatever justice is done in this respect is done by the 
Sessions Courts and the High Court. The present Lieutenant-Governor has 
ordered Deputy Magistrates not to postpone cases, and the fear of losin 
their appointments now leads them to dispose of cases as quickly as possible. 
People have in short lost their confidence in all the courts, specially the 
criminal courts. ‘The people of this country had always taken a pride in 
their courts, but through the fault of some haughty officials, their courts 
have now been reduced to Turkish courts presided over by kazis. The 
Anglo-Indians should not think that their interests will not be affected by 
this degeneracy of the courts After all, the Congress’s demand for a separa- 
tion of the judicial and executive functions is not an unjust one, and the writer 
regrets to say that the interference of the Lieutenant-Governor and _ the 
District Magistrate in the administration of criminal justice is producing 
mischievous consequences. If justice in the British Indian Courts comes to be 
administered according to the wish of the executive head of the Government, one 
does not know where will lie the distinction between the Russian and the 
English system of rule. Jt may be said that Russia does not possess freedom of 
speech and writing, but India does. But what is that free speech worth which 
can influence nobody, and what is that free writmg worth whicl can be put an 
end to in an hour by a man like the late Lord Lytton? ‘The people of Bibar 
have of late been very much humoured by the authorities by the promise of 
excludfhg Bengalis from all Government appointments in that province. All 
officials, from the Licutenant-Governor downwards, have been year after year 
dining at the houses of the Bihar zamindars. But, in spite of all this, the 


Ve been 
Munsif;, 
sh-knowin 


prayer of the Bihar zamindars for a postponement of the cadastral survey 


has not been granted. All this shows that the meaning of the English word 
liberty is English liberty—liberty, that is, which the people of England alone 
should enjoy at home. Outside the limits of England, the British, the Turkish, 
and the Russian system of government appear cast in much the same mould. 
ne | 6. The Banganivdsi, of the 18th March, has 
Mr Fiddian, Mayistrate of : 
nen the following :— 
It is said that the Lieutenant-Governor, during 
his recent visit to the Howrah . District Magistrate’s Court, upbraided 
Mr. Fiddian in the presence of his amla for neglect of duty. This wounded 
Mr. Fiddian’s vanity, and he is proceeding to England on three months’ leave. 
But if the Licutenant-Governor cares to enquire, he will find that not 
Mr. Fiddian alone but ninety-nine per cent. of the public officers neglect their 
duties. 
7. Referring to the conduct of Mr. Carey, Assistant Magistrate of 
Ai 5 a ee Patna, towards Maulvi Ali Saheb, a mukhtar of bis 
Pca ng “"8 court, the same paper says that no respectable 
pleader or mukhtar will, after this incident, dare 
appear in Mr. Carey’s court. But how will suitors in that case obtain ustice 
in his court? Sir Charles Elliott ought to enquire into the matter. dkims 
like Mr. Carey are a disgrace to British rule, and if they are not kept in check, 
people will not find their honour safe, 
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g The Sanjivant, of the 19th March, says that a respectable woman 

7 _ of Calcutta, named Biraja, was very early on the 

Light punishmere ut, -—~-« Morning of Friday, the 11th March, while on her 
the Lalensts *" way to the river to bathe, roughly handled by one 
The man was immediately 


Fiddian, Magistrate of oye f auxious Ses ° 

a Howrah Municipality. And he has g 

through the favour of the Lieutenant-Governor. His 
Honour, without waiting for the opinion of the ratepayers of Howrah, appointed 
Mr. Fiddian Chairman of their Municipality at the request of the Commis- 
joners. ‘lhe appointment was made only a short time ago, and already leave 
of absence for three months has been granted by Government to the Magistrate. 
People may, therefore, well ask Mr. Fiddian why he was so auxious to get 
the Chairmanship and why after his appointment to that office he is leaving 
it so soon. It is said that the Lieutenant-Governor’s remonstrances to him 
during His Honour’s late visit to his court for neglect of duty wounded 
\r, Fiddian’s feelings, and he has therefore resolved to go on leave. It is for 
Mr. Fiddian alone to say if this report is correct. The Lieutenant-Governor 
is to be greatly blamed for appointing Mr. Fiddian to the Chairmanship. 
Indeed, Sir Charles Elliott’s treatment of Municipalities is such as to make it 
dificult for people to take him for a friend of Municipal government. 

10). The Darnik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 21st March, thanks the 
Lieutenant-Governor for commuting the capital 
sentence passed on Ahsanulla Sheikh of Pabna to one 
of transportation for life. ‘The writer has heard that the people of the district 


The Pabna murderer. 


have still grave doubts as to the guilt of the accused, and think that his innocence > 


may be proved by a more careful enquiry. 
ll. The Gramvasi, of the 2ist March, reports the following case from 

Magisterial high-handedness in Serampore or 
ot ga alia On Friday, the 18th March, the Commissioner 
of Burdwan paid a visit to Serampore. While out 
inspecting the town, he had with him Mr. Windsor, the Magistrate in charge 
of the sub-division and the District Superintendent of Police. On reaching 
the Grand ‘Trunk Road, the party found the railway gate closed. A ghurami 
was standing near, and the Magistrate ordered him to open the gate. The 
nan obeyed, and was going to open the gate when the gate-keeper came and 
shove him aside, and closed the gate. Thereupon the Magistrate lost all patience, 

severely beat the two men, opened the gate anddrove away. Immediatel 

atterwards, a train passed away, and it was on account of this train that the 
gate-keeper had closed the gate, He had simply done his duty. As for the 
jiurami, he was going to do an illegal act simply to oblige the Magistrate, 
and yet he, too, was beaten by the Magistrate! The poor men had no alter- 
lative, but to put up with the beating. What could they do? Will not this 


Magistrate be punished ? It is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will see 
that justice is done. 


(d)—LEducation. 


m A correspondent of the Sahayogt, of the 12th March, says that 
repeated petitions have been made by the authori- 
. ni ties of the Karapur-Rayapasa Sammilani School 
- Barisdl to the Backergunge District Board for pecuniary aid. But the 
ely has not listened to the prayer. The school is the only educational 
‘itution in the midst of some ten villages near Karapur in Barisdl, and its 

tion for want of funds will be a serious luss to the people of these villages, 


A village school in Barisal. 


SANJIVANTI, 
March 19th, 1892. . 


SaNJIVANI. 
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Mar. 2st, 1892. 
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March 21st, 1892. 


SaHarool, 
March 12th, 1892. 
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who have for the last three or four years been doing everything in their pow 
to keep it alive. 23 
CHARUVARTA, 13. The Charuvarta, of the 14th March, says that it is rumoured the 
March 14th, 1892. i i a ae a a soon retire from the managemen 

e  Monghyr, Arrah, and of the Monghyr, Arrah, and Muzaffarpur 7; 
promenade tes schools. But Bikée is far behind Bengal in be 
tional progress. And, not to speak of Bihar, even in Bengal it is not yet titns 

for Government to withdraw from the education of the people. 
BoRDWAN SANJIVANT, 14. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 15th March, says that the Englishna 
March 15th, 1892, ee newspaper's statement that a perusal of Mr, R, ( 
9 B.C. Dutt's History of Dutt’s history of India is calculated to shake th, 
“ faith of the Hindu and Muhammadan students j, 
their respective religions is perfectly true. But the Englishman's statement hy 
given ofience to some of the Calcutta newspapers. This is perhaps due to thei 
dislike of that paper. If they had considered the matter impartially, they could 
not have blamed the Englishman. 
SAHACHAR, 15. The Sahachar, of the 16th March, says that Sir Alfred Croft, Direct, 
March 16th, 1892. ‘in incl Goch of Public Instruction, will make over charge t 
siesta aac Mr. Tawney on the 2nd April next, and proceed 
England on furlough. The writer will be glad to see Sir Alfred return to 
this rae in good health after having enjoyed his furlough. 
evaveen 16. The Navayuga, of the 17th March, says that in the course of his 
March 17th, 1892, | | speech on the occasion of the recent distribution of 
eden aries Hiliott on female prizes to the girls of the Bethune College, th 
Lieutenant-Governor said that everybody in this 
country now wishes to see girls read in schools with boys, and that judging 
from the plaudits which mark the conferring of degrees on female graduates at 
the University convocation, it was clear that people’s dislike to females getting 
University degrees has disappeared. In the opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
therefore, people’s love for female education is increasing. Now adays, Gover- 
ment appears more anxious to promote education among females than among 
males, for it knows that without the spread of education among Hindu females, | 
the foundations of Hindu society will not be undermined. 
ii ? ie 17. The Bangavasi, of the 19th March, has 
ANGAVASI, The higher training movement. the following: 
March 19th, 1892, 5° : 

The boys of this country, educated as they are in English schools and 
colleges, are most of them becoming immoral, wicked, and mischievous. The 
fact is not to be gainsaid or concealed. All high officials, not excepting the 
Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor, have had to admit this. This 1s very 
id indeed. It is disgraceful to the boys and to their guardians, and 
specially to the authorities who, in the name of doing good to the country, are 
spreading English education among its people. Perhaps the authorities ar 
themselves afraid that the bad effects of English education will bring it mt 
discredit with the people. But whatever the reason may be, they have been for 
some time attempting to remove the stigma which has come to be attached to 
English education in this country; and the Higher Training Association 18 00 
indication of this desire. Attempts in this direction were indeed made before 
now, and notably by the late Sir George Campbell, whose order for the 
introduction of gymnastics in the schools and colleges of this country certainly 
contemplated moral as much as physical improvement. But under Sir Georg? 
Campbell, the movement was not an open one; there was no compulsion, 
and did not mean pressure or compulsion. But thanks to the higher tray 
movement, it appears that greater pressure will be put upon school-boys to 
to physical exercise. In this new movement, the first importance is givéel } 
physical exercise as a means of imparting higher training to the boys, probably 
under the impression that physical exercise will make boys modest, genteel, at 
submissive to their elders. ‘To literature is given the second importance. 
heads of this section will guide boys in their selection of reading. 
Lord Lansdowne has contributed five thousand rupees towards the establish 
of a library in connection with this section. Next comes the eneral yer 
which deals specially with moral improvement. ‘The principal feature of t 
section is the delivery of lectures. Boys, without distinction of religion, 7% 
caste, will be allowed to attend these lectures. For the present, 
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-< to the Association, lectures will be pretty frequently delivered. And as 
ie Raley, the President of the Association, has declared that religious lectures 


il] also ria 
per lectures will be treated to dissertations on all sorts of religion. 


allowed in the Association, the audience at the Higher Training 


It must be admitted that the aim and object of the Association is good. 


But the public are doubtiul about its working and its results. It seems as if 
the public do not like the method in which the Association has set to work, 
and they do not consequently expect it to produce good results. The press 1s 
almost unanimous 1n condemning the movement. 


18. The same paper has heard that Mr. R. C. Dutt intends to publish a 
new edition of his “‘ Brief History of India,” remov- 


ur. BR. C. Dutt’s History of ine the objectionable passages. This is very good. 


[ndia. But the writer must plainly tell Mr. Dutt that the 


indu period will have to be thoroughly recast before his book can be fit to be 
read by Hindu boys. The author has displayed the greatest hatred of Hinduism 
in this portion of his book, | 


19. The Dacca Gazette, of the 21st March, is glad that Mr. R. C. Dutt’s 
History of India has been appointed for the 
Entrance Examination. The object of reading 
history is not simply to learn dates and facts, but to imbibe a love for one’s 
own country and for one’s own ancestors. And Mr. Dutt’s history is 
eninently adapted to serve this purpose. The objection has been raised in 
certain quarters that the book contains matter which ought not to be read by 
orthodox Hindu or Muhammadan boys. But the writer is sure that this allega- 
tion is perfectly groundless. Of course, one intent on finding flaws in Mr. 
Dutt’s book would not have to take much pains in order to find a goodly lot. 
But the writer would nevertheless say that the book is the best of its class, 
and there is not another which can compare with it. It is to be hoped that the. 
University authorities will turn a deaf ear to the effusions of jealousy which 
have appeared in the Englishman against Mr. Dutt’s book. The Englisiman is 
the mveterate enemy of the natives, and one should think twice before accept- 
ing advice offered by that paper for the good of the native population. 


20. The Duinik-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 24th March, says that a 
meeting of the Board of Studies in Law of the 
Calcutta University will be held to-day (24th March) 
in Mr. Justice Amir Ali’s private chamber in the 
High Court. The meeting will decide whether or not a book on Muhammadan 
law compiled by Mr. Ameer Ali himself should be adopted as a text-book in the 
5.L, Examination. But it is clear that the meeting, which will consider a ques- 
tion m which Mr. Amir Ali is personally ialasented, ought to have been held 
clewhere than in Mr. Amir Ali’s own chamber. The public cannot be 


blamed if they find fault with such things, nor should the University authorities 
encourage such doings. 


Mr, Dutt’s History of India. 


A meeting of the Law Board of 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


21. The Kasipur Nivasi, of the 12th March, says pet, the ag ke ward 

The chol tat within the compound of the female hospital at 

yet oe Baris4l should be + et elsewhere. Itis x pele 

located in a thatched hut situated on a public road, and the groans of the 

patients are heard by people using that road ; while the smell from the patients’ 

“vacuations causes them the greatest harm and inconvenience. The respectable 

people of Baris4] have applied to the Municipality on the subject, and the writer 
hopes that their application will be granted. ) 


22. The Hitukari, of the 12th March, says that by the encroachment of the 
river on the road running alongside it, Kushtia had 
been left in possession of only one good road, namely, 
, that from the station passing by the cutcherry. But 
itely the portion of it between the bazar and the cutchery has become so 


A bad road within the Kushtia 
Municipality, 


‘ilapidated through the neglect of the municipality that it is always full of dust, 


: sii causing great annoyance to passengers. The municipality ought to 
range for the watering of the road. 
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23. The Sahayogi, of the 12th March, complains of the night-so3) ..._- 

sew in the Barisél Municipality. The lina 
quently found irregular in their duty, and exee ri 
the head mehiers there is no one to Gre watch orn 
° ° ° ° ° Over 
them. The latrine tax yields the Baris4l Municipality a revenue of not |... 
than ten thousand rupees per annum, and the whole of this amount is annual; 
spent for the Night-soil Department, and yet people have to suffer throughoy: 
the year the nuisance of filthy privies. All this is due to the Municipal (y, 
missioners not taking particular interest in their work. Of the fifteen Manic, 
pal Commissioners in Barisal, not more than half-a-dozen conscientious, 
discharge their duties. 

24. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 15th March, cannot say that censuy, 
passed by the Lieutenant-Governor on the Comnj; 
sioners of the Puri Municipality has been undeserye) 
Municipalities exist chiefly for the purpose ¢ 
promoting the health and convenience of the population confided to their cay 
And the responsibility of the Municipality of Puri, which is a place 4 
prgnimege, is very great in this respect, and it does not seem, from th 

ieutenant-Governor’s words, that the Commissioners of that Municipality hay, 
discharged their duties well. The arrangements of the Municipality for removing 
road sweepings, &c., are very defective. ‘This may be due to the smallness of 
its income. But even as regards that, the municipal authorities are not faultless. 
For they have allowed so much as one-half of the amount assessed as taxes to 
remain unrealised. That is surely a proof of their incapacity. If it be said that 
the taxes were unduly assessed, and their full collection would have resulted in 
an oppression of the rate-payers, the municipality will still be guilty of 
incapacity. It is hoped that no other municipality will be guilty of incapacity 
of this nature. 

25. The Sahachar, of the 16th March, says that hitherto Sir Charles Elliott 

ss _ ‘was giving satisfaction to the public by his actions. 
me supply of municipal rate bill But the writer fears that His Honour is gradually 
carrying matters to excess. His Honour is aware 
that Deputy Magistrates, asa rule, have to work till 8 o’clock in the evenng, 
and yet he has issued a circular prohibiting the postponment of cases, simply 
because a Deputy Magistrate postponed a case several times. Such interference 
in the administration of justice on the part of the Lieutenant-Governoris 
improper. And Sir Charles Elliott has recently issued another strange circular, 
requesting the Chairmen of all mufassal municipalities to take the rate-bill forms 
from the Government Printing Department. ‘The words used in the circular are 
“may take” and not “ musttake.” But a request from His Honour must be taken 
to mean a command. Now, the Superintendent of Government Printing does n0 
get these bills printed in his own establishment. .From last year the order for 
stacey g these bill forms has been given to the proprietors of the Caledonian 
ress, who must be related to some high official, and the object of this strange 
circular is to fill their pockets. ‘The Caledonian Press charges at the rate o 
Rs. 6 per thousand for printing these forms, a rate, which is very much in exces 
of that obtaining in the bazar, the latter being only Rs. 32 per thousand. — And 
their fear of incurring official displeasure leads the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmet 
of some municipalities to take their forms from the Caledonian Pres 
It seems that the Lieutenant-Governor will by-and-by fix the shops from which 
people must take their supplies of the most necessary articles of food. The 
circular has been probably issued by an Under-Secretary without the knowledge 
of the Lieutenant-Governor, but the mischief which is being done byt 
none the less for His Honour’s not knowing of it, and the people are blaming 
His Honour for it. The Chairmen of municipalities are at liberty not to act 
according to the circular, for why should rate-payers pay double the just Pee 
in order that an Englishman’s pocket may be filled? As Mr. Acton, 0 
Caledonian Press cannot supply the forms at the bazar rate, why shoul 
municipalities take their forms from him? It is rumoured that the Pwneer 4 
Company are the proprietors of this press; if so, there is the greater reason for 30 
taking the forms from that press. As it could not supply the forms 2 ut 
last year, the municipalities; which depended on it for their supply, were P 
to great difficulty, in the matter of collecting rates. Government does not know 


Nijght-soil service in the Barisél 
Mun cipality. 


sly 


The Lieutenant-Governor on the 
Puri Municipality. 


( 297 ) 


therefore again issued the circular this year. The people of the 
a ran ergo cH einting presses, and heads of the municipalities should 
an their supply from those presses, and not from a press established by 
, foreigner, who isalso a deadly enemy of the people of Bengal. The mun- 
‘nal authorities should take courage. They should remember that the Govern- 
ia of Bengal is not the final authority and that there is above it the Govern- 
ment of India and the two Houses of Parliament. The Duke of Argyll once 
ardered the Government of India to take its supply of certain necessary articles 
tom a number of Scotch merchants, and it was rumoured that a son of the 
Duke was related to one of these merchants. And in pursuance of that order, 
a pencil worth, only four annas, has even now to be indented for through the 
Secretary of State. Lord Ripon’s proposal regarding indigenous supplies has 
not been given effect to. And has not that been enough? If Government 
gets permission to make purchases in the Indian bazars, it can make a saving of 
at least one crore of rupees, and there will then exist no necessity of continuing 
the income-tax. The people of this country cannot compel Government to make 
its purchases here, but they have certainly power to determine how they should 
purchase such things as their municipal bill forms. ‘They ought to get these 
things at the cheapest market, and prefer a countryman of theirs to a foreigner, 
when both countryman and foreigner offer to supply at the same rate. 

26. The same paper says that it seems from the last municipal elections 
in Calcutta, that people have, to some extent, realised 
the beneficial character of the sytem of Self-govern- 
ment. The writer is, however, sorry to say that his 
countrymen allowed themselves to be moved a little too much by considerations 


The last Municipal elections in 
Calcutta. 


of courtesy and civility, and consequently, those people have obtained the largest . 


number of votes who visited the voters at their houses personally or by agent. 
The mischief which has resulted from this is that some really able men have 
failed to get themselves elected. Itis hoped that these men will be nominated 
by Government. 


The Caleutta Municipal elec- 
tlons. 


Calcutta :-— 


The rate-payers of Calcutta evinced great enthusiasm in the late Municipal 
elections, and in most wards attempts were made to return really worthy persons 
as Commissioners. This is no doubt a good sign, but we are sorry to observe 
that electoral corruption has increased in the same proportion as electoral 
enthusiasm. In many cases rival candidates had recourse to foul means, and 
violated every rule of etiquette in order to defeat each other at the polls, and even 
the assistance of the law courts was sought for this purpose. It is no excuse 
that similar occurrences take place at the Parliamentary elections in England. 
None but honest means ought to be adopted in a good cause. 

But considering the zeal of the rate-payers, the results of the elections have 
been rather disappointing. In many cases the rate-payers had not the moral 
courage to refuse votes to unworthy candidates, and it is to be regretted that 
many selfish Commissioners have been re-elected. By re-electing some of the 
supporters of Mr. Lee, in his house-allowance question, the rate-payers have done 
poor justice to their own interests. On the other hand, many independent 
Commissioners have been kept out. Mr. N. N. Ghosh, editor of the Nation, 
Who opposed the house allowance, is one of them. Babu Mati Lal Ghosh, 

ditor of the Amrita Bazar Patrika, a new candidate, has also been defeated. 

€ writer is sorry to observe that such worthy men have not been elected, 

whilst men quite unworthy of the honour, nay, wholly innocent of all knowledge 
of the English language, have been returned. 


e Many worthy Europeans refused to stand as candidates. 
oe 


27. The Banganivasi, of the 18th March, has 
the following remarks on the late elections in 


Mr. Apcar, an 
endent man, is one of them. It is probable that the increase of official 


influence in the municipality deterred them from seeking the honour. 
23. The Sanjivani, of the 19th March, is glad that Babus Bhupendranath 
Basu, Surendra Nath Das, Devendra Chandra 

Ghosh, Mohini Mohan Chatterji, and Devaprasad 
nee Sarvadhikani have been successful at the Municipal 
ctions in Calcutta. It is hoped they will satisfy their constituents by their 
work, Babu Radha Charan Pa , son of the late Rai Kristo Das Pal, Bahadur, 
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has also been elected a Commissioner ; and his choice will prove a ha 
he has inherited the qualities of his illustrious father. The failure of 
Ghosh to secure success at the polls is to be regretted, as in him the C 
will lose an independent member. Babus Chandi Lal Sinha and Kali Nay, 
Mitter and Dr. Zahiruddin should not have been re-elected, as they never think 
of the rate-payers’ hardships when supporting increased municipal expen. 
diture. 


PPy One ; 
Mr, N, 4 


Orporation 


—— — Cn 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
March 21st, 1892. 


or EPROP WL | aie geet. oy ay RR re Gee be 
eh et » 


ih tli tees 29. The Dacca Gazette, of the 21st March, 


refers to the late Municipal elections in Calcutta, 


and says :— | 
Will anybody say, after the hot contestin Calcutta for the Munici 
| anybody say, é pal 
Commissionerships, that the Indians do not want Local Self-Government ? Indeed 
no stronger proof could be given of the people’s desire to possess the privilege. 
There has been, it is true, considerable abuse of the privileges conferred on the 
people; but what human action or institution has ever been faultless? The 
wheat is always mixed with tares. And it will be so until human nature is cag 
in a different mould altogether. It is the same everywhere, and the writer fails 
to see why in the case of the people of this country alone, should faults which 
are unavoidable, be made a pretext for depriving them altogether of the 
privilege of LocalSelf-Government. It is entirely in the will of the rulers to 
give the people any political privilege or not. If they give, people will thank. 
fully accept the privilege ; if they do not give, people will pray to Heaven to 
incline their rulers favourably towards them. This is all the people have, and 
they want nothing more. Say that you don’t give the people such and sucha 
privilege because you don’t like to give it to them, and not because they are 
not fit for it. For, to say that they are unfit for it, will be a falsehood which 
they will be unable totolerate. There is no harm in being candid, for the people 
will not wilfully do their rulers any harm, and even if they wish to do them any 
harm, they lack the power to act as they would wish. Where, then, is the neces. 
sity of bringing disgrace on the English name by falsely imputing faults to a 
weak people ? 
aaa The Howrah Municipality 30. The Gramvasz, of the 21st March, has the 
March 21st, 1802. following on the affairs of the Howrah Mu- 
cipality :— 

The Municipality seems to be without a head, and all its officers down 
to the common peon are free to do what they like. ‘The Commissioners cannot 
find time to visit their wards within three years during which they hold ther 
office. There are, of course, a few honourable exceptions. Babu Asutosh Basu, 
has, for instance, the good of his ward at heart. Cholera has been raging here 
for nearly a month, and there have been deaths in almost every house. But the 
Municipality has done nothing to check the ravages of the disease. Mehter 
sorvice in the Municipality is very unsatisfactory. The privies of poor people 
are cleansed at peas of two or three days, and night-soilis often not removed, 
but kept secreted iu lonely places. Those who are supposed to superintend the 
work of the mehters are rarely to be met with. The drainage of the Munici- 
pality is imperfect, and narrow lanes become submerged and water-logged 
during the rains. Gopinath Chogdar’s lane becomes impassable. Last year 
the Municipality was asked to repair thatlune. A road overseer inspected tt, 
and gave hopes of repair. But nothing has yet been done in the matter. Fires 
are breaking out in several places within the Municipality, and is it not the 
duty of the Municipal authorities to take steps to put them down ? 

cea ta an 31. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 24th March, says that the 
Ces seers ne , Lieutenant Governor has rejected the suggestion of 
March 24th, 1862. ne anes 0 Fee. the Calcutta Committee for the improvement ° 
sanitation in Puri, and that the town should be supplied with drinking water from 
the river Subarnamayi. His Honour has accepted the opinion of the Sanitary 
Commissioner that the water of the Subarnamayi will not be good for drinking 
purposes, and he, therefore, proposes to remove the water complaint of the tow?, 
and improve its sanitation by sinking a large number of wells, and he has, wit 
this a in view, ordered an analysis of the water of three or four wells. 
is a move in the right direction. But the writer would warn His Honour ne 
to carry out his project of emptying and re-filling the sacred tanks of 
every year. The water of these tanks is regarded as sacred by the Hindus, 2” 
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the carrying out of the Lieutenant-Governor’s proposal in regard to these tanks 
ill wound their religious feelings. The sanitary condition of Puri ought to 
be improved in a way which will not interfere with the religion of the Hindus, 


snd the writer does not consider it impracticable so to improve it. 


(SF )— Questions affecting the land. 


32. The Banganivasi, of the 18th March, has 
the following : — 

The Bengal Government has taken a firm resolution to make a cadastral 
carvey of Bihar, and has reiused to be dissuaded from it by the protest of the 
vhole country. ‘The British Indian Association on behalf of the zamindars, and 
the Indian Association on behalf of the raiyats, stoutly protested against this 
measure of Government, but Government has refused to listen either to the one 
orto the other. ‘The authorities here have persuaded the Secretary of State 
to say that the survey has been undertaken for the benefit of the raiyats, and it 
is almost settled that the work will commence in November next. The writer, 
however, fails to see why Government should persist in this measure. At first, 
Government wanted to persuade the zamindars that the proposed survey would 
be of benefit to them. But the zamindars let the Government know that they 
were not anxious to benefit at so high a price as the cost of the survey 
will necessarily amount to. And baffled in that quarter, Government turned 
round towards the raiyats. But the Indian Association, as the representative 
of the raiyats, told Government that the Bihdériraiyats would much rather enjoy 
their lands as they have done for generations, than accept the Government's 
offer to help by the proposed survey. But the noble-minded Government will 
not let the raiyats off so easily. A man of plain common sense would think 
that one ought to desist from offering help, where. help is not needed, or where 
help is regarded as a positive mischief. At all events, if one cannot resist the 
desire to do good to others, one should first of all prove his own disinterest- 
edness But Government has not given proof of its own disinterestedness in the 
present business. It has not relieved the Bihdris of liability to the expenditure 
which will be incurred in the survey work. If Government’s object in institut- 
ing the survey is to protect the raiyats from their extorting zamindars, and 
evable them to enjoy their rights unmolested, then the whole cost of the survey 
ought to be borne by itself, otherwise the raiyats will not believe the Govern- 
nents professions of friendship. But the writer cannot understand wh 
Government should be so anxious to settle the rights of the ralyats. In cases 
where individual zamindars exact more rent from individual ralyats than is 
demandable for the quantity of land held by the latter, the ralyats can easil 
have their respective holdings surveyed, and their rights recorded under the 
provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act. It is not necessary that, in order to 
guard against such isolated cases of oppression by zamindars, the whole countr 
should be subjected to a cadastral survey, and the burden ‘of the costs of such 
survey should be laid upon the shoulders of the raiyats. Itisin India alone, ruled 
as it 1s by ad espotic Government, that the authorities dare to ignore ‘public 
_— in a matter involving the expenditure of,the people’s own money, and in 
ver mone but the people themselves are most nl 0 3 Indeed, Government’s 
i is survey affair has led people to suspect that it has some interest of 
“b A to serve by means of the proposed survey. On the other hand, it is said 
. A gsc for the survey 1s prompted by the Government’s desire 
Psy m every particular regarding the land in Bihdr. And if this be the 
= of Government, no one can have any objection to the survey provid- 
Sekt ment takes upon itself the whole expense. It is not fair that one 
ae ear the burden, and another enjoy all the benefit. Again, it is not 
‘ ea that the survey should take place this year, which is a very bad year 
aed Pony to the address of the British Indian Association, the J jieutenant- 
arvey . Ty that the coming year was expected to be a good one, and the 

si i therefore be commenced in November next. But how does His 
Neate ud paipete a good harvest next year? Want of rain at the end of the last 
oo Lach has filled men’s minds with misgivings about the next harvest. 
tr ae that the next year will be a good one, will the raiyats be able 
loa poet recover from the effects of scarcity and starvation this year to 
xpeuses of the survey so soon? : 


The cadastral survey of Bihar. 


BANGANIVASI, 
March 18th, 1892. 
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ULUBERIA DARPAN, 
March 13th, 1892. 


PRATIKAR, 
March llth, 1892, 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
March 15th, 1892. 


See 


The European zamindars of Bihar are also of opinion that the pr, 
survey is quite unnecessary, and they have, in combination with the 
zamindars of the province, formed a Committee to protest against the ac 
Government. It is to be hoped that the Committee will achieve its obje 


# 


posed 


Dative 
tion of 
ct. 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, including cunals and irrigation, 


33. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 13th March, says that formerly count, 
hs Mideinies Ciel ene boats of a very large size used to come into the Midna. 
’ pore Canal. The number was about one hundred 
The smallest among them could carry a cargo of 1,000 maunds. They passed 
through the lock twice every month, and paid Rs. 30 as toll every time they dij 
so. ‘Thus the income of Government from this boat traffic was Rs. 6,000, 
month, or Rs. 72,000 a year. But that income has been considerably affecte 
in consequence of the plying in the canal of steamers and barges belonging t, 
Messrs. Hoare, Miller and Co. Government has entered into an arrangement 
with the Company, under which steamers carrying cargo, worth 72,000 rupees 
have to pay to Government one-fifth of that sum, namely, Rs. 14,400. Its los 
therefore, amounts to Rs. 57,600 per annum. If cargo worth that amount j; 
carried in barges, Government’s receipt amounts to Rs. 28,800, and loss t) 
Rs. 43,200. ‘Lhis represents Government’s loss in regard to its former income 
from large-sized country boats. And it can itself calculate its loss from the 
disappearance of the smaller boats. Not only has Government become a loser, 
but the native merchants, who trafficked in country boats, have also suffered 
considerably. After this arrangement, Messrs. Hoare, Miller and Co. hare 
increased the number of their barges, and commenced to take smaller fares for 
the goods carried in their barges. This has ruined the native boat traffic, and 
considerably reduced the income of Government. The only way in which this 
can be remedied is to levy the same duty on all kinds of boats, native and 
European. The Company may object to an equalisation of the duty by saying 
that as these steamers and barges remain in the canal for a shorter time than 
country boats, they are entitled to pay a smaller duty than the owners of native 
boats. But it should be remembered that the plying in the canal of steamers 
and barges belonging to the Company causes the canal to silt up much more 
rapidly than the passage of native boats. This will be proved by the cost of 
the removal of silt from the canal during the last four years. Aguin, the 
barges of the Company are constructed in such a way that, when properly laden, 
their capacity appears to be smaller than what it really is. Government can ascer- 
tain the correctness of this statement by making a reference to Mr. Scotland, 
its own Canal officer. Increase of duty will not only increase the income of 
Government, but also revive the native boat traffic thereby making employment 
for a large class of people. It is the duty of Government to patronise all 


classes of its subjects equally, and not to shew favour to particular classes 
individuals, 


(h)— General. 


34. The Pratikar, of the 11th March, says that thanks to the retrenchment 

- policy, arrangements are being made for the abo 

gee preecnad _ shelitinn Of She lition of the Lalbagh Sub-division of the Mursbics- 

chidabad District. bad district, and the thanas included in that Sub 

division will be distributed among the Sadar, the . 

Kandi, and the Jangipur Sub-divisions. The proposed measure will enta 

great hardship on the people of Lalbagh, as the Sub-division is large both 0 

extent and population, and is situated at a great distance from the Sadar. It 1 

to be regretted that Government should apply its shears to a sub-division 0 

taining important places like Murshidabad, Azimganj, Jiaganj and Balucs 

Protests are being made and petitions are being submitted to Governme® 

against the proposed abolition, but Government seems indifferent to them. | 

33. The Burdwun Sanjivani, of the 15th March, says that last year the Lieute- 
nant-Governor personally visited the breaches 10 

The breach in the embankment embankment of the Damodar, The sight must 

phere ces have pained His Honour; otherwise he would no 


have ordered the breach at Lakhra to be closed. The people of Lakhra are now 


( 301 ) 


fo, But the breach at Teld has not been closed. Last year this breach caused 
ce eat mischief. It has jeopardized the existence of some 60 to 70 villages. 
a A the rainy season the water running through this breach is as voluminous 
asthe Damodar itself. Directly a portion of the river-bed becomes full, the 

ater escapes though the breach with terrible force, submerging fields, villages, 
ie and the people of the villages near it have to take care of their lives and 

roperty: These villages present a deplorable sight during the rains, and the 
writer is sorry that Government has taken no steps to close the breach. It is 
said that the Lieutenant-Governor ordered all the important breaches to be 
closed. If so, how 1S it that the breach at Tela has not been closed ? It can- 
not be believed that His Honour has been partial in his distribution of favour. 
The authorities are surely aware that the breach at Tela 1s not a whit inferior, 
as regards its power of doing mischief, to the breach at Lakhra. I'wo or three 
months hence the Damodar will assume its fearful form, and unless some remedy 
‘; adopted in the meanwhile, the people there will be subjected to renewed 
sufferings. The Lieutenant-Governor is therefore urgently entreated to 
enquire into the matter, and to pass an order for closing the breach at Tela. 

36. The Navayuga, of the 17th March, says that after becoming Lieu- 

st ie deities ol ths tenant-Governor, Sir Charles Elliott, if he has 
sinchidabed init. done nothing else, has at least introduced changes 
in many matters. ‘The writer does not, however, 
think that a love of change is a necessary qualification for good government, 
or that the changes which are being introduced in quick succession by the 
present Lievtenant-Governor will do any good to the people. On the contrary, 
he thinks that these changes are likely to do them harm. His Honour having 
resolved to abolish the Lalbag Sub-division of the Murshidabad district, the 
people of the sub-division have sent him a memorial protesting against the 
measure. It is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will not reject the 
memorial. 

37. A correspondent of the same paper thus replies to the letter on the 
subject of the Baganchra post-office, which appeared 
in its last issue. (See R. N. P. for week ending 
19th March paragraph 34):— 

1. The post office at Baganchra was removed to Haripur, not on account 
of the smallness of its income as stated in the letter. It was removed on the 
suspicion that the post-master had embezzled postal money. 

2. The Baganchra post office has sufficient income, and is situated in a 
central spot. And even those who protest against the removal of the post office 
to Baganchra admit that, though Government has been a loser by the removal, 
yet the public are benefited by it. 


3. ‘The statement in the letter that the removal of the post office has done 
no harm to anybody is correct. 


38. The Banganivasi, of the 18th March, says that with a view to retrench- 
oe of expenditure, the Lieutenant-Governor has 
sionership. abolished the graded system of pay from the 
clerical departments of the offices under his control. 
But Government will, on no account, interfere with the salaries of big European 
oficials, Take, for instance, the post of the Excise Commissioner, which, at 
the time ofits creation, was declared by the Secretary of State, to bea temporary 
post which should last only for three years. The three years will be completed 
in April next, but nothing is yet heard about its abolition, although retrench- 
lent 1s going on in all directions. There appears to be no necessity for 
naimtaining this post, the functions attached to it having been, before its creat- 
ion, discharged by the Board of Revenue, and being fully capable of being 
discharged by the Board in future. Thus, Rs. 36,000 per annum is being spent 
or nothing. The Lieutenant-Governor ought to think over this matter. 
Se aie , _39. The following is an extract from a 
i. : petition published in the Bangavasi, of the 19th 


The artillery praetice at the Chandmari in the Fulta Fort took place this 
year on the 11th and 12th February last. But people were put to greater in- 
ronvenience on account of it this year than they were in any preceding year. In 
Previous years the people of the villages into which balls were expected to fall 


The Baganchra post-office. 


NAaVAYUGA, 
March 17th, 1892. 


NAVAYUGA. 


BANGANIVASI, 
March 18th, 1892. 


BaNGAVAS!, 
March 19th, 1892. 
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left their homes with their cattle, and after staying for five or six hours 
of the two Chandmari days in some neighbouring village, returned to the 
in the evening. But at the last Chandmuri the people of two anda h 
as many villages as used to be affected by the Chandmari in previous years were 
cided by the police to leave their homes, and the police said that such Was 
the order they had received. The people were frightened. They must sees 
the river and go to a distance of some four or five miles. That was yen 
serious indeed. The police hurried them out of their homes. Men, women 
boys, girls and cattle, came out of each village in large numbers. The whole aie 
began to resound with the cries of the children and the lowing of cattle. Man 
goats and cows and women too were attacked with travail on their painfy| 
journey. May Heaven keep even one’s enemy from such misery! The police 
drove the people to a distance of six or seven miles, and kept guard over they. 
This Chandmart has been taking place for the last six or seven years, and 
people have been suffering all this time on account of it. But no one has 
brought the matter to the notice of the authorities. The fault cannot 
therefore, be laid at the door of Government, who, if they had known of the 


sufferings of the people, would certainly have taken steps to prevent or remove 
them. The petitioners submit— 


ITS, each 
alf times 


“ 


(1) That they have no objection to the Chdndmdri taking place every 
year, as it takes place only for two days in the year; but the 
shots ought to be carefully directed into the bed of the river. 

(2) That, as shown in the Chdndmdri chart, the Chdndmdr: area extends 
over only one mile from the bank of the river, but people are 
driven out of villages lying within four or five miles of the 
Chandmari. 

(3) That the shots being, as a rule, directed southward, from the mouth 
of the Damodar river, they fail to see the necessity of villages 
lying within an area of nine or ten miles in length, and three 
or four miles in breadth, towards the north, being cleared of 
men and cattle. 

(4) That the clearance area has been unnecessarily extended this year. 
The police say that this has been done by order of the author- 
ties. But the petitioners cannot believe this, there being no 
chance of harm over such an area, and the Chdndmédri expen- 
ments being conducted on the same scale as in previous years. 

(5) That in previous years the area cleared having been one mile to the 
north, and the same distance to the south, people could easily 
go over to the neighbouring villages, remaining there for five 
or six hours and return home in the evening, This was no 
doubt inconvenience to the villagers; but they had to suffer for 
only two days in the year. But this year the inhabitants of a 
far.larger number of villages were driven out of their homes, 
and kept like prisoners under charge of the police for four or 
five days. 

(6). That the petitioners have come to know from a reliable source that 
the letter forwarded to the police from the Military Department 
directed shots to be fired only southward from the muuth of 
the Damodar river, and villages to be cleared of men and cattle 


as in previous years. The petitioners fail to understand why 
this order was departed from by the police. 


The petitioners hope that the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor will 
enquire into the matter and remedy the evil. 


Tue OPPRESSED SUBJECTS. 


Dated, thana Syampore, District Howrah, 8th Falgun 1298 (B.S.) 


PAIMIR-O-SAMACHAR oe aie ans, 40. “Phe Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 
‘ sheared 21st March, has the following :— 
oe It is believed that the next will be a very bad year for all India. Already 

there is scarcity of food all over the country. The condition of Madras 15 


deplorable; there is severe distress in many parts of the Bombay Presidency ; 
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Rajputana and the Punjab are in fear of an impending scarcity, and distress 
revel in Bengal, Bihar and Burma. The price of food-grains is everywhere 


anusually high. ee as 7 

The Bihdér Zamindars’ Association rightly petitioned Government for making 
some provision in the next year’s budget for the cost of famine relief. But 
though there 1s every probability of a famine visiting the country next year, 
and the Finance Minister himself admits it, still he has made no such provision. 
For, Sir David Barbour cherishes the hope that the J uly rains will improve the 
prospects of the crops and remove all cause for anxiety. The writer will be 
happy if this hope is realised. But his own experience brings him no hope: 
on the contarry, fills him with apprehensions for the future. The experienced 
vamindars of Bihér have pointed out to Government that the present condition 
of that province in no way differs from its condition in 1874, when a dire 
famine made its appearance during Lord Northbrook’s administration. The 
present protracted drought, too, is like that which was witnessed in 1873, and 
the prices of food-grains are as high now as they were at the period immediately 
preceding the famine of 1874. ‘The fear of famine will not be removed even 
if there be good rainfall in June and J uly. Nor are there good grounds for the 
expectation that there will be liberal showers in those months. It is not wise 
or safe to place much reliance on the predictions of meteorology, which is as yet 
but an imperfect science. In Bihar, Madras, Bombay, Burma, Kajputana, 10 
short, all over India there is more or less acute distress from scarcity of food. 
The writer cannot expect, nor would be justified in expecting, that there will be 
good rainfall in all parts of the country in the months of June and July. 


When disappointment is, therefore, almost certain, Government should take 
precautions from this time. The Finance Minister, though he has taken a 
hopeful view of the situation, is not still completely free from anxiety. But, 
instead of taking what would be the properest course under these circumstances, 
nanely, making provision for famine relief in the next year’s budget, he has 
apparently thought of mecting famine expenditure, if a famine should actually 
make its appearance, by loans. This appears from Sir David’s statement that 
Government will not borrow in India next year, though it 1s not prepared to 
make any distinct pledges in this connection. ‘The writer thinks that the fear 


of famine will increase, and Government will find it necessary to borrow in this 
country. ; 


But instead of trusting to loans to meet probable expenditure on famine 
relief, the Finance Minister ought to have made retrenchments in all directions 
and made provision for famine expenditure in his budget. That he has not 
done so is probably because he found it impossible to reduce expenditure 
in other directions. But one thing strikes the reader of the Financial 
Statement, namely, that the one and-a-half crore of rupees which is annually 
set apart for famine purposes is this year allotted to railways. This ought 
never to have been done. It is true that British merchants are always pressing 
for an extension of railways in India, and that the Gevernment of India finds 
itself obliged, for fear of these merchants, to incur an enormous Outlay in the 
prosecution of railways in this country. But surely saving the people from 
starvation is a higher duty than extending railway communications At least 
half the sum set apart for railways in the budget ought to have been allotted for 
famine relief, and surely this would have been done if India had been any other 
country. It does not behove the Government of India to injure this country 
at the zd of the British merchants. It could have safely provided for famine 
relief in the budget by diverting for that purpose the large sum which has been 
assigned for railways. The writer cannot believe that the British merchants or 
Englishmen generally are such utterly bad men, such demons and fiends that 
they would have shown any unwillingness, or made any opposition to any pro- 
posal which might be made by the Government for postponing the work of 
raulway extension for only one year, on the ground that the people of this vast 
‘ountry were threatened with a dire famine. 


_ The military expenditure ought to have been reduced. Even the English- 
“a Newspaper is of this opinion. The saving thus effected might have been 
‘et apart for famine purposes. For famine is a more dreadful enemy than 
“Ussia, A famine kills more men than are ever likely to be killed in a war 


aaa + 


alia tag Lath? ey tn! HNP, ite acme died 
eS eae ele ak te ee eae ce 


ware 


moles 


af é . 5 . ~ on! Bu 
Ao sei ‘ ° Re ae 2% bi ‘) meee Ps “ pe . ct eS 7 , oe 'n 7 : et _- a . : 
a Saree rem on y Re den. See ee be oe =. ae . ’ . . ue . ~ , — 7 7 “ 
: - ; t < far 2 Te ee " : aux Sioa eS PY, hen Uist a * * wt 
hit? aie mew ee LOS” SARIS POO MERIT GE OS RT ~~ 3 - ai . “Seth. “ 


. — . " 7 : . ™ ins . & cae a eee ee Or. Se og iy AS Bs , 
ao a ee Te = ae eee chewghah dee se: — oe A Ps an ¥ B Sae~ poe Se SB 1 e.. * rs > Ae ae ee a ME ES SA ke So OP ee” eae 
¥ * aN . A aa - SG Ns > " S i « a FT ge TO OF he a > >, agen il : ‘ ~ 5S. Sees } => G a hays ee ee J Ris le 
aaa ie. Sata ine 2) Og OO ONE Oe ~ by a an n . oe ex < a - “iN *; ape. > ~ wn 4 iy : Aa » - o cA = eee Ay . — ee? a ~ a . A a . “ 
Wem - ese ° 5 bei or =. Sons pie ne le ote Fey OES a > =e BA We 5 5 a SES ak pm. ee x Neeal aah Aye ee a a. r . #.. ck at =. 
CS EA SS IN I SOM Se RC a el ee eS GRE RECT ees Pee en Te ee Reo g seers is Sali a RAR op aaa peo al eo “se 
£ ; saree NN 4 fe 4 2 . . 
eae : a a - Pes x 
is Kee : . yt Ne ET) Pertvis. ~~ es gt ¥ ; Py ss ett » 
: . * Sa Shox ps 3a 4 ‘ ro ~ y abo 4. pay - “ . s 
€ : Nie > 


wi gam bach ‘ 5 ia ‘ ‘ 
PMOL ALE EE  RIEO EL DRIE LS ie LAD ECM OE Og ERR 
Sete ae . TLL OEE AORN Ses He ae 

w or PE Ad SP ayn “ 


ee A, ry . ee ony 
. 


i neg it CP RTE EAS RI eA Aba + mt omar OY 
—— ~ pee . »~ 7 7 


Se 
~ Bee 


Bic ntilpsin Nga Bed! § i italy cai augers setae 


sh ah gle AAR 
7 . ~~ ~e “ . 
: m ere nee a ‘ : - Bi an . — e 7 ; . 
. e " ? a 7 > tn ~ 3 ON ae aac ~~ 
: , a ‘ v ‘ CROTON OES I TP aia ins _— es a —w ~ 
. + > . ’ ’ od eee ». .~ ‘ ” ' , ng - ye “ " ae = ~~ ee . ~~ . = wt _— Ae we natin: 
. . ‘ 3 eT gee be . : * ors ’ 7 . - 6 _ se Cera ee re opt oe ee ee ee aptnecht . CA ee, ’ pies EE ™ a ae wen 
s F * 2 7 ™ » “a " > a __ : . 2 ™ ' " ~~ > ——_ -~ FS aoe < a va v > > * - o~ ~ . = Ake seers 7 o 2 —— TS » 
6 5 , , . saeiieas 5 : : eat s - 1 Mp. . Bas ar SE ORE ay arene iia SRI: < a P aiities! * sits etna xan 98 ee out ~ PARE NSS a ie een tl Re - 
“ : . - iia . . oe , . ” - hay il ~ apt Rpt aa saeiitdatie Tie Tat ailtein lites ve : th cteth ME i Sri BR: 6S oe et WSs ogee — tact 8 rt eng eee Re wee f nattaaesvlilil . ea as —— chee Re ty PZ wi Oy I AER » q ¥ went - pacikiseniea? fee paneer nd ia ree yey , , 
“ We hos m ae > *y o> aaa Set ey ¢ ea. > i= r 6 ee ot i ras 9; ob i : “ a " aria eens EI Ne oe on a ; . ar é a a eet 2 ~ : - 
‘ ey WA > hy tO Rar ning “te WS tagnhin t+ .-% ? laren aaa einai . 7 aa ti mF ‘ i bi ea ite ld Aisne. 5S Pie iro . "ee maegore ‘ WIPER «Roy Panag COD ay ROR BOGAN SP ARAL Pe ARE SPV LS SRLS, AS GAN CAA parednnent, ath , ae . . Te . aioe . 1 I ea _ 
‘. - . Pe eA ane ee rr ~ . . ‘ : x Re, a aers a nail Pee See a we vs ~ ark + 2 ’ R 3 : - a 4 ‘. > & Saber © ” : ' ° 4 anes . . ro e bn eon ev de, . ~ , 
™ De tite a ee ae ee ee ee oO yw A tiple eagerness 208 . SH / ae mga a AE ; Z ii Sagan a hai i “ina tide enn cichespyiamnse ods eae eae eer GE) . prions Kensie 9 AER LCR ty SAGER Le ENR. CTV AERP a EAA . 
. “ . he Ne ane eee tite . ’ . ¥.. 2 ne ghanyall af om . ” oo ' 7 j 
- Seid: Scalia ubaeede cubes Saeed en P we monies ; lg ahtctigcieg ath: ee ee d Bu Malpelo Bede ne. Bag ea el , ; : , a - _ ee > ide v j 
> m bad = , 2 ee ee tiger Nae 2 gs 2 en ERs, A Gilg 8 yi Me ’ Sock =a ona Seeieta mT a x et IS Ahan Bet Ms cop TE gi -<eg 4 m; a ee - 
: - Pp P . 
eg grt a $ . ‘ ni = —_ wes . ~ eae “ ory - 


DaINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


March 23rd, 1892. 


SUDHAKAR, 
March 1Xth, 1892, 


PRAKRITI, 
March 19th, 1892, 


DAINIK-O0O-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


March 20th, 1892. 


( wm } 


with Russia. A famine is imminent, but there is no knowing when, if ¢ 
Russia will come to this country. _ i eo oe 
41. Referring to the Provincial contracts entered into in the present 


ver, 


ce the Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 23rd Maret 
The Provincial contracts. says that the terms of the contracts clearly ghoy, 
what powers have been left in the hands of the Provincial Governments, Every. 


body will see in these contracts a tendency to tie down the hands of the Proyip. 
cial Governors more and more tightly. ‘The financial position of these Gove. 
nors is becoming worse year after year, as the measure of their dependence ¢y, 
the Supreme Government is increasing. And this is called Provincial freedoy, 
as the Decentralisation Policy of Lord Mayo. If what is taking place now j, 
freedom, what will want of freedom mean ? 


IIJ—LEGISLATIVE. 


42. The Sudhdkar, of the 18th March, thanks Government for th 
The Court of Wards Act amendment of the Court of Wards Act, which wa 
Amendment Bill. prompted, no doubt, by a commendable desire ty 
improve the law and its modus ope andi. In this connection, the writer would 
suggest to Government to make some provision for bringing under Government 
management the estates of the zamindars who are wasting their property. This 
will save the Muhammadan zamindars of Bengal, in particular, from utter ruin, 
Unless Government does something in this direction, all the big Muhammadan 
estates in Bengal will disappear before another quarter of a century. 

43. The Prakriti, of the 19th March, says that the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss's 

The Land Acquisition Act speech in connection with the Bill to amend the 
Amendment Bill. Land Aquisition Act has deeply grieved the writer. 
A world of mischief will be done to owners of land, and there will be no end to 
zulm by Government, if the Bill is passed into law, Under the provisions of 
the new Bill, a Judge, unassisted by assessors, will fix the value of land, ani 
the expenses of a trial will, in no case, be borne by Government. It goes 
without saying that a law of this nature will be very unjust. Even if the 
Collector’s assessment be not satisfactory, people will, in many cases, submit to 
it, in order to avoid costly litigation. There are many other objectionable 
provisions in the Bill. 

The Land Acquisition Act 44. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 
Amendment Bill. 20th March, has the following :— 

The Land Acquisition Act of 1857 was amended after a trial of 13 years, 
during which period the fact was made patent to Government that it could, 
without any difficulty, take possession of other people’s lands whenever it might 
wish to do so. The Act of 1870 has now been. in force for 22 years; and 
Government has perceived during this time that it can, without any difficulty, 
extend, by means of legislation, the facilities which it at present enjoys in cot- 
nection with land acquisition. | 

_ That Government can do this without any difficulty goes without saying. 

For its loyal Indian subjects will bow in submissicn to its every wish and act, 
But Government should nevertheless, on its part, look to the interests of its 
subjects, as it is indeed bound to do. This is admitted by Mr. Bliss, the 
member in charge of the Bill to amend the Land Acquisition Act. Mr, Bliss 
says: “The sovereign or the Government is the representative of the subjects. 
By Government is to be understood the subjects in their collective capacity, 
and nothing else. What is good for the Government is also good for the 
subjects ; consequently, the subjects should also agree to whatever leads to 4 
saving of Government’s expenditure, to whatever leads to Government’s ¢on- 
venience in the purchase of land.” It is by arguments like these that Mr. Bliss 
would secure public support for his measure. i 

Now, everybody will be glad to read this statement made by Mr. Bliss 
of the doctrine of popular government. And the writer for his part is thank- 
ful to Mr. Bliss for making the statement, although he is aware that the system 
of government obtaining in England is not the same as that obtaining in ths 
country, and that the Indian Government is an entity, separate and distinct 
from the Indian peove Nor will he blame the Hon'ble Member for havite 
shewn an utter disregard for this doctrine on the occasion of the Consent Bi 
agitation. But it is impossible to accept or agree to what Mr. Bliss says ™ 
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connection with | the Land Acquisition Bill. As Somer there is and pn 

r be any difference between Government and an ordinary person, and in 
hte ‘xo another’s land, Government must follow the procedure which is 
a any ordinary purchaser. This 1s the rule in all countries. 

: co Bliss will never be able to establish the principle that ‘‘ because 
Government is taking up this land, a small price should be charged for it.” In 
taking up 2 person’s land Government must pay the price which a private 
‘ndividual taking up the same land would pay for it. As it 1s, the 
Land Acquisition <Act confers extraordinary powers upon Government in 
taking up land for public purposes. Government, for instance, is taking up, 
<henever it is so minded, any person’s land even against his wish. The 
,dditional compensation of 15 per cent. allowed by it m such cases 18 not too 
much, considering that private parties find it necessary to pay, in similar clrcum- 
tances, © compensation which is several times the fair price of the land 
‘ntended to be taken up. The facility (the additional compensation of 15 per 
vent.), which is already enjoyed by Government is, therefore, considerable, and 
ought not to be increased any further. | . 

~ Tt behoves Government also to consult the interests of the people. Mr. Bliss 
says that ‘‘ Government is nothing but the subjects in their collective capacity, 
ad that whatever, therefore, does good to Government does good to ‘the 
subjects also.” But if Government is ‘ the subjects in their collective capacity,’ 
every subject is a part of Government, and Government should look to the 
welfare of the subject. Everybody, of course, knows that the subjects gain in 
proportion as the public expenditure is kept within strict limits. But nobody 
should on that account be allowed to injure any. individual—for that is sanc- 
tioned neither by morality nor by politics 

It is well that the provision regarding the grant of an additional compen- 
sation of 15 per cent. is being retained in the Bill, but the omission of the 
provision regarding the grant of interest on the amount of the compensation 
is open to grave objection. Mr. Bliss says: “ ‘That compensation is not paid 
at the time possession is taken is due to the default of the persons interested in 
the land. Government is not, therefore, bound to pay interest.” This is not 
equitable. Objections are raised and delay takes place only in those cases in 
which the persons interested in the land do not agree to the Collector’s award: 
Surely, in such cases Government is bound to pay interest. 

It is almost certain that nobody who was not extremely poor and helpless 
would at once agree to take the price tendered to him by the Collector, 
however unfair that price might be, and those that do so seem to be guided by 
the principle that they should make the best of a bad bargain. It is because 
the great majority of the Indian people are of a quiet and inoffensive disposi- 
tion that the Collector finds it possible to act in a high-handed manner. In 
acquiring land for the Kidderpore Docks and the Central Road, the Collector 
acted most oppressively towards all those poor proprietors whose lands were 
taken up for those works. Again, when land was taken up for railway purposes 
near Barasat, the Land Acquisition Collector found it easier to oppress a large 
number of helpless widows than the zamindars and talukdars who were pro- 
prictors of some of the lands taken up, It is clear that, whenever objection is 
made to the Collector’s award, the party making it is not a poor man, and the 
lact is the Collector’s award is seldom, if ever, equitable. | 

Under the existing law, when the Collector’s award is set aside by the 
Judge, Governntent has to pay the costs of the opposite party. This has been 
the case with most of the suits decided by the Judge of the 24-Parganas in 
“onnection with the acquisition of land for the Kidderpore Docks and the 
Ventral Road. And the justice done in these cases has given satisfaction to the 
public. But this, it is feared, has annoyed Government, and led it to hastily in- 
‘roduce the present Bill which contains the objectionable provision, that “the 
Vollector shall have power to make an award which shall be binding on all 
“oncerned, both as to the amount and as to the apportionment of the compen- 
“ttlon, unless altered by the decree of a competent court in a regular suit.” 

49, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 21st March, has the follow- 
ing :— 

. We cannot approve of this one-sided law b 
which Government is creating for itself all bell 
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facilities for the acquisitiou of land. ‘ The price fixed by the Collector 
nnal.” Such an oppressive provision will not be tolerated in any other 
And yet Mr. Bliss, who would see it enacted, has himself told us that Governmen 
is nothing but “the subjects in their collective capacity.” Mr. Bliss adds: 
‘¢ | know no reason why an executive officer should not be as careful and as 
just a man as a judicial officer ; and if the Collector is appointed, and may be 
removed, by the Local Government, the same may be said of every District 
Judge in the country.” To this the reply is: “The Judge is a better judicial 
officer than the Collector. Just as the Judge sets aside any wrong decision 
passed by the Collector in his magisterial capacity in a criminal case, so he gets 
aside any wrong decision passed by the Collector in a civil suit, in award 
for instance, compensation for land taken up for public purposes. The Judge 
is as much a Government servant as the Magistrate. Then, why does the one 
do injustice and the other justice ? Considering that it is the Judge who does 
justice in all criminal cases in which the Magistrate’s decisions are wrong and 
in all civil suits in which the Collector’s (decisions are wrong, it only stands to 
reason that the same officer will do justice in all land acquisition cases which 
the Collector may have decided wrongly.” _ 

There can be no doubt that the Judge is a better judicial officer than the 
Collector. Being an interested party in all land acquisition proceedings, being, 
in fact, the party which fixes the price and takes up the land as a purchaser, 
it is almost impossible for the Collector to act with impartiality 1a such cases, 
With the Judge the case 1s different. He has not the least concern with the 
acquisition of land, and is therefore able to act with independence and in- 
partiality. It is difficult to see how Mr. Bliss can assign to the Collector a 
position of equality with the Judge in this matter. It would be no wonder 
if the Hon’ble Member were next to propose that the Magistrate being as much 
a Government servant as the Judge, the former should be empowered to pass 
final decisions in all crimimal cases, and that in such cases no appeal should lieto 
the Judge. And men like Mr. Bliss are entrusted with the duty of making laws 


for the twenty eight crores of the Indian people, and compose the Government 
of the country ! 


Mr. Bliss says:—‘“ The person interested appoints an assessor, who is 
virtually pledged beforchand to endeavour to protect and advance his inter- 
ests. The Collector’s assessor is under no such understanding, it is true, but 1s 
very probably indisposed to go against the Collector.” Mr. Bliss can doubtless 
from his seat in the Legislative Council abuse the entire respectable native 
community with impunity. “Those that sit by the side of the Judge as assessors 
on behalf of private parties are biassed and unrighteous men.” This is a state- 
ment which the Hon’ble Member can indeed safely make from his place in the 
Indian Legislative Council. But could he have dared to do so in England ?- 


It is only educated and experienced men of high moral character that are 
appointed as assessors. And are the Judges really so dull-witted that they 
“annot perceive the worthlessness of an assessor ? When the judge can, under 
the law, refuse to accept the opinion of an incompetent assessor, why has 
Mr. Bliss, by questioning the honesty and ability of the assessors, cast reflections 
on the Judges too ? The writer has frequently noticed that the official members 
of the Legislative Council are in the habit of making very bold statements, 
but he did not know that Mr. Bliss’s boldness exceeded all bounds. 


Mr. Bliss says that the Collector’s assessor does not lean on Government’ 
side, but the writer has found that he leans too much, and the fact is well known 
to all those vakils who were engaged by the claimants in the land acquisition 
cases tried by the Judge of the 24-Parganas, There can be no doubt that by 
condemning the present system of appointing assessors in such cases, Mr. Bliss 
has shown himself in the light of an ignorant man given to making reckless and 
irresponsible statements. 

The provision of the Bill referring claimants to the regular civil courts of 
the country is clearly intended to prevent the latter from appealing against the 
Collector's decision, For such appeals will prove very costly. Matters will thus 
be rendered extremely easy for Government, and there will be no end 0 
appression of poor people. ‘The writer can never approve of a law which will 
favour cudm so much. : 


Shall} 


Country, 


ing, 


i ~ 
=r 
= 25 ss 5 = > 
ee ; “ ' = ~ate* : , ae ’ ween ee Moo 
. ~ . :' BO APS AI Nee ey Arey pe 8a PAR TRE RENE .. pre 
FEAL NC te. Rete OR Re age cee c Nate we - Scat 
“ the an a . x 190 ae Pelee ~ Air gm si . De & or vEe eee > a 
oe » x . <p ere Posed ‘ 
, oe tee 
“ img 


i i Rindicdiansie 6 lee Sila: LR. “Bo >Aiileae Dee ty oh rat Stee abo 
3 os 
* 


ene at: ae nehieeeart sneer : bi Athi ae: watson Bin a + ~ Hh we Se ar’ mete . 


FO? nant 


itt ore 
Povlerttay en ey, Ate, hin a 


bs 
< 
t 
} 
; 
¢ i 
‘ P ; 
ei 
: $. 
Ba 3 
A ae 
‘3 
: ; 
¥ 4 
} ; 
2 $ 
+S 8 ¥ 
be 
x 
5 
> 
: 4 
~ ed 
: 
z aR 
ce ; 
so 4 
‘ -_ 
es - 
? 
. oe 
% 
= 
3 Bs 
< #5 
_* — 
4 4 
S @ 
i 
. 2s é 
*, * ? 
% oY 
’ 4 
q 4 
oy 
f 4 
2 
es 
4 . 
4 : 
¥ 
aa 
* 
4) 
C4 
£ 4 
2 €. 
| * 
= & 
i * 
> 3 
ga 
3 2: 
: 7 4 
r 
3}; 
2 
t 
<i 
* 34 
oe 
% } . 
ss 
{ YJ 
; % 
| ul J 


Fe 0 aSrea H M Spe Dshhes et 
te¥ ALT ces SR Matas ae gt 
) 4 CREB Oat enoest Rip A a teh ny 
i . 


—— Peas heeds Mp, BIR 8t a tidincte Anctines ‘dite —— 


. So “Ty ee 4 =~ 
oa eS Re SA OF ae re Re > gp gent 


(307 ) 


4g. The Hindi Bangavast, of the 21st March, disapproves of the proposed 
amendment of the Land Acquisition Act, as calcu- 
rhe proposed amendment of Jaied to increase litigation. ‘The law of the English 
the Land Acqusition A¢t. Government on this subject seems to be a very 
e, considering that there is no country in the world where a man 
eannot sell his own property at his own price. Valuation of ‘lands by pan- 
havats seems to be the best method of ascertaining the value of lands. 
‘7 Referring to the Puna case under the Consent Act, the same paper 
says that the Act has commenced to bear poisonous 
The Puna case under the Con- fryit for the Hindus. It seems that Government 
oe does not mind seriously wounding the hearts of its 


Hindu subjects. 


un] ust on 


48. The Dainck-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 
Oppression under the Consent 99nd March, remarks as follows in the course of an 
Act. article headed oppression under the Consent Act :— 
Acase under the Consent Act recently occured at Puna in Bombay. One 
Atmaram Raghunath, of the blacksmith caste, married the daughter of one 
Sadasiva, two years before the Consent Act was passed. His wife, Chandrabhaga, 
menstruated before the Act was passed, and he cohabited with her in accordance 
with the injunction of the Hindu religion. Shortly after this, Sadasiva laid a 
complaint under the new Act against his son-in-law before the Magistrate of 
Puna, As the complainant was the father of the girl, the Magistrate had no 
option but to accept it. But the girl’s deposition shewed that the case was false, 
and Atmaram was let off by the Magistrate. The girl said to many people, 
before the case was instituted, that her father was of a very bad character, that 
le had taken all her ornaments and that he cherished a grudge against herself and 
her husband. ‘The institution of this case has fulfilled the writer’s prediction 
made during the Corsent Bill agitation that many people would take advantage 
of the Act to prosecute their sons-in-law out of pure malice. Immediately after 
the passing of the Act, a Mussulman residing in the Ranagat subdivision of 
the Nadia district, tried to get his son-in-law punished with its help, but 
failed in his purpose, because the Magistrate of Nadia dismissed his case. 
But what did not happen in Nadia has happened in Bombay, and Atmaram has 
been sent to jail by the Sessions Judge of Puna. 

The girl Chandrabhaga said both before the Magistrate and the Sessions 
Judge that at the time of her marriage she had heard her parents say that she 
was 11. Now the case against her husband has been instituted two years after 
her marriage. She said before the Judge that she was 14 years old, and that her 
husband did not perform the garbhadhan ceremony. She did not attach the least 
blame to her husband, and from the first condemned the conduct of her parents. 
The Judge has nevertheless punished her husband. ‘The writer had said before 
that the wicked Act would lead to such acts of oppression. Two European 
doctors and one European female doctor have deposed before the Judge that 
Chandrabhaga’s age did not exceed 11, and that her husband had had intercourse 
with her. Hut Chandrabhaga herself persisted throughout the proceedings in 
saying that she was 14, and that her husband had held no intercourse with her. 
And can that be a just law, which punishes the husband of a girl in the face of 
such assertions on her part? 

iow could the doctors, male and female, say in the face of the girl’s 
statement that she was 14, that her age was just 12, and not a day above 12? 
Before the Consent Act was passed, the writer said that medical testimony as 
regards age could not be accepted as conclusive, and he still sticks to that 
Opinion. ‘I'he law has fixed an age limit, and the trial of the case has consequently 
turned on the question of the girl’s exact age, and resulted in a failure of justice. 
English philanthropists asked for the law in the interest of Indian women, and 
the interest of Indian women was also the cue taken up by the Viceroy, and his 
Vouncillors and by the Babus, But the writer is unable to see what good has 
been done to Chandrabhaga by sending her husband to jail. 

Chandrabhaga’s father deposed that her daughter had said to her brother 
that intercourse by her husband caused her much pain, and that she had fever 


i! Consequence of the pain. But Chandrabhaga denied that she had said any-— 


thing of the kind to her brother. And as regards European Judges, they may 
cheve her father’s statement on this point, but no Hiadu will believe it, for no 
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Hindu girl will make such a communication to her brother. The result 
trial has alarmed, the Hindu community all over India; for what has ha 
at Puna may happen everywhere. The tree of poison has begun 
poisonous fruits, and there is not the least doubt that these fruits will gradual] 
increase in number. Can there be any doubt that fathers of the rn 
Chandrabhaga’s father will take the help of the law with the view of Pettin 
their sons-in-law punished ? g 

Like the Editor of the Amirta Bazir Patrika, the writer is at a loss to g 
how the case, which was rejected by the Magistrate, came to be tried by . 
Sessions Judge. This mystery will no doubt becleared up, but the write; , 
concerned not with the manner in which the law isadministered but with the ies 
itself. Nothing can prevent a bad law from producing bad results. After the 
issue of the Consent Act circular by the Viceroy, people thought that the new 
law would do no harm, but the result of this prosecution has shown that that 
was a@ groundless supposition. Ifthe tree of poison is allowed to remain, i 
must, sooner or later, bring forth poisanous fruits. It is therefore the dut “of 
the people to do their best to get the law abolished, and they should therefore 
help Mr. Pincott and others in this direction. By remaining indifferent in this 
matter, the Hindu community is incurring sin. People should bear in mind 
that what has happened to Atmaram may happen to themselves, too. 
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V—PRospPects OF THE Crops AND CoNDITION oF THE PEOPLE, 


49. The Sahachar, of the 16th March, has received information that there 


awiaiaaw. ” hardly a place in the mufassal which does not 
coe suffer from scarcity of water, and cholera, in an 
epidemic form, has therefore broken out in many places. In some villages, 


more than half the population have succumbed to the disease. In many places, 
again, people are procuring one meal a day with great difficulty. Madras, 
Bombay, the North-Western Provinces, are very nearly in this deplorable 
condition. 

Though what Government officers call famine has not yet made its 
appearance, yet this much is certain, that a good many places are suffering from 
scarcity of food and water in a severe form. Such a state of things has always 
been the result of a failure of the rains. The writer, therefore, asks Government 
to order the District Boards and Municipalities to re-excavate silted up rivers, 
khals and tanks, and to excavate new tanks in places where there are none. 
Government should help those bodies with money, for the undertaking will be 
a costly one, and cannot be done by them without its help. 

00. The Navayuga, of the 17th March, says that this year the country 

hiiaclea’ a Geek ol wie is not only suffering from scarcity of food and 
water, but also from scarcity of fodder. As regards 
scarcity of water, people in the mufassal are suffering terribly from it. All large 
tanks have dried up, and people are compelled to use dirty water. Asa 
consequence, cholera has broken out, and is depopulating the villages. In 4 
country where people frequently suffer from scarcity of food aad water, and 
from outbreaks of cholera and malaria, and where cattle have been reduced to 
skeletons in consequence of scarcity of fodder, in such a country as this, what 
good can be done by introducing the representative system of Government 0 
py reforming the Legislative Councils? Again, considering that the condition 
of a people depends entirely on the actions of their rulers, one feels inclined 
to doubt whether the rulers of a country whose people suffer so many ills really 
pursue the policy which is most conducive to the interests of the latter. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 
? 


dl. The Pratikar, of the 11th March, says that this year, the New Year's 
a ee day honours were mostly conferred on deserving 
dey tion . cars men. And if this method of honouring really 
; deserving men is continued, the public will have 
little cause to be dissatisfied with Government. 
Among the recipients of the honours, there were two who obtained Ra! 
Bahadurships for distinguished Municipal services. They are Babu Tarap 
Mukharji of Revelganj, and Babu Iswar Chandra Sil of Dacca. Most people 
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: see them honoured by Government, though they are not much 
“s si ga hi part of the oe The Lieutenant-Governor said that, 
Se Lonouting these two men, Government wanted to disabuse the minds of the 
PY ie that Local Self-Government had not the sympathy of Government, and 
hat the authorities were aiming a blow at it by the amended Municipal Bill. 
This ought to re-assure the people. 
59, The Hitakari, of the 12th March, says that an illegal impost of one HiraKart, 
anna in the rupee is exacted from the boatmen im March 12th, 1892. 
An illegal exaction of the Kyshtia on the amount of the fare for which they 
amindar in Kusha- hire out their boats. This impost is called the 
thutagari, and it is levied by a ghat manjnt, who is an employé of the zamindar. 
It is necessary for the Deputy Magistrate to make an enquiry into the matter, 
and put a stop to it. 
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ee : SANJIVANI, 
aiieisine dah to slnanel followiag sg Sanjivani, of the 12th March, has the Pog ong: 
— What will Government do with the large 
number of natives who are every year turned out by the Indian Universities ? 
Government need not, of course, give itself any trouble on account of those 
among them who enter its service. For these men, if they can serve Govern- 
ment with credit, will be duly promoted in the service and rewarded, and on their 
retirement into private life, will be enabled, by means of the pension which will 
be given them, to spend the remaining portion of their life in ease and comfort. 
But what should Government do with those educated natives who do not enter 
its service ? ’ 
Will Government listen to the advice of the Pioneer and those dull-witted 
Englishmen who share the Pioneer’s views, and regard these educated and intelli- 
gent men, possessed of influence in their respective communities, as secret enemies 
of the Government and keep them at a distance by means of contemptuous 
treatment ? Or will Government seek to make them its own friends and well- 
wishers by utilising in some way or other their education and intelligence in the 
administration of the country, and by securing their love and good-will by 
treating them with kindness and generosity ? 
There can be no doubt that the second course is the one which will com- 
mend itself to the judgment of every right-minded and far-sighted statesman. 
li Government cannot hit upon an expedient by which it can utilise in the 
administration of the country the energies of the thousands of Indians who are, 
year after year, turned out by the different provincial Universities in this vast 
empire, and if it cannot bind them to itself by conferring upon them honours 
and rewards, all the strength born of their intelligence, learning, and social 
position will be combined and arrayed for the purpose of effecting reforms in 
the administration of the country. That such a result is possible is shown by 
the establishment of the National Congress, whose small beginnings, like a speck 
of cloud in the eastern sky, have become a cause of anxiety to the rulers. And 
so, 1f the advice of Englishmen of the Pioneer school is acted upon, this anxiet 
will deepen into positive fear when, for the thousands who now support the 
Congress movement, there will be hundreds of thousands flocking to and serving 
It with enthusiasm. 
It is for this reason that we consider Lord Ripon to have been the wisest 
among Anglo-Indian statesmen. It was Lord Ripon, who for the purpose of 
securing the co-operation of educated natives in the work of administration, first 
raised the question of conferring upon them powers of Local Self-Government 
and the elective franchise in municipalities. And it is owing to him that 
educated natives have received certain small privileges in that direction. The 
object aimed at by Lord Ripon has been in some measure attained by the 
introduction of the elective system in the Municipalities, and by the establish- 
nent of District Boards, village punchayets, and independent benches of Magis- 
ee. jut the men whom the public would like to see upon these Boards and 
scuches, the men, that is, who, by their learning, intelligence and character, 
‘ommand public respect, are not, in all cases, coming forward to serve the 
iia _ itis said that no one among the able and influential Europeans in 
Alcutta 1s willing to offer himself for election as a representative of the Bengal 
| nei of Commerce at the forthcoming municipal elections, One great reason 
"ils unwillingness is that the Anglo-Indians are not much attached to this 
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SaHACHAR, 
March 16th, 1892. 
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country, and do not therefore care to devote time and attention to the question 
of local improvements, There are also other reasons, such, for instance, ag the 
Anglo-Indian’s dislike of the large powers and responsibilities vested in the 
Municipal Commissioners, and the fact that the majority of the Commissioner, 
are and will long continue to be natives, and that European Commissioners aro 
in most cases, outvoted by the former. 

As regards the people of this country, the number of their really best mep 
who are willing to serve as Municipal Commissioners, is very small. And the 
great majority of such men do not at all care to serve in that capacity, for the 
simple reason that they have not sufficient inducement to do so. Those among 
them who are men of business are not willing to spend their valuable time jp 
work which brings them no pecuniary return. And even if a Municipal 
Commissionership carried any salary with it, the office would have little attrac. 
tion for men of independent means. ‘The office would indeed have some 
attraction for such men, if it could give its holder anything like the social position 
and prestige which is enjoyed by members of Parliament. But the members of 
Municipalities, District Boards, Village Punchayets, and similar bodies enjoy no 
such position or prestige. Lord Ripon’s scheme of Local Self-government, 
however, included the idea of conferring honour and titles of distinction on the 
members of self-governing bodies. 

Be that as it may, there can be no douht that it is only by endeavouring to 
secure the love and good-will of the educated natives that the higher officials of 
Government can act in a truly statesman-like manner. The rulers seem to have 
got a notion that the educated natives are secretly becoming disloyal to Govern- 
ment. It is a perfectly erroneous notion, and the sooner it is dismissed as such, 
the better for the country. ‘The fact 1s, educated natives see both the good and 
the bad points in the English administration. They have read history and they 
know from what anarchy and internal dissensions the british Government has 
delivered the people of this country, and they appreciate the blessings of peace 
and good government, which the British Government has conferred upon them. 
They know that subjection to any native race will be a thousand times worse 
than their present subjection to the English people. They know that English 
rule is a hundred times better than the rule of any other foreign people can be. 
They know that under no other Government would the people of India have s0 
many and such fine opportunities of learning the work of self-governmant. 
They are therefore all of them at heart friends and well-wishers of the British 
Government; and it behoves the British Government to bind them to itself 
more strongly than ever by means of kind and friendly treatment. ‘There are 
two ways in which this can be done. First, by an extension of the system of 
Local Self-government : by honouring and rewarding those who help Govert- 
ment in this matter; and by holding periodical durbars at which members of 
Municipalities, District Boards, Benches of Magistrates, and Village Punchayets 
will be given seats of honour by District Magistrates. Secondly, by cultivating 
friendly relatious with the vernacular newspapers which are the mouth-pieces of 
the educated natives. This object can be gained by giving them advice, 
supplying them with official information, consulting them in public matters, and 
occasionally inviting their editors to parties at Government House, and conver’ 
ing with them on ail questions of public importance. 

d4. ‘The Sahuchar, of the 16th March, has the following :— 

Ciaueieens io abe toecn ok A Government which is suitable to a people ™ 
the spirit of the times. one stage of development becomes unsuitable to them 
when they outgrow that stage. There was atime when the people of Germany; 
as well as of India, were highly satisfied with their respective Governments. 

For centuries, Germany was disunited, and formed the seat of Europe 
warfare. But all that has been changed within recent years, and the country has 
secured quite a unique position in Europe through the efforts of Prince Bismare 


and others. For some years, the people of Germany were dazzled oy =~ 
achievements of their rulers. Similarly, in India, the first acts of the nglish, 


which brought order and security into the country, gave very great satintect 
to the people, who looked upon these rulers with awe and reverence. With the 
lapse of time, however, both Germany and India have outgrown their first re a 
of order and prosperity, and entered upon a new era of development. But 
Governments of the two countries have not been able to keep pace with the gen 
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_ coment and still remain patriarchal. And this has given rise to discontent 
og the countries. The other day, the Emperor William made astrange speech 
in Brandenburgh. The writer had never thought that 7. ruler in these 
; could have the courage to utter such words as_ the Emperor William 
«Sot on that occasion. ‘The Emperor expressed himself to the following 
Mock: “It has unfortunately become a custom with some people to condemn 
wa act of Government. As a consequence, an element of bitterness has been 
imported into the happiness which the country hitherto enjoyed. ‘These people 
should leave the country. If his subjects have faith in God and him, he will 
soon bring back peace and happiness into the country.” Now as regards 
India. Here the Bengalis are being kept down everywhere, simply because they 
jiscuss political matters more than any other people inthe country.” A Eurasian 
of Portuguese descent is entitled to Government employment inany place within 
India, but the Bengalis who are permanent residents of the country are not 
entitled to any employment under Government in Bihar. Government does net 
‘ndeed tell Bengalis and the educated men to leave the country, but it asks them 
to remain content with the existing order of things. Neither the rulers of India 
nor of Germany have learnt to modify their policy, so as to suit it to the spirit of 
the times and the increased knowledge and intelligence of the people. Emperor 
William says that he will rule absolutely in the name of God, and will not allow 
the people to have any voice in the administration of hiscountry. In his opinion, 
the Empire consists of his own self alone. As regards India, in his reply to the 
demand of the Congress, Lord Salisbury has said with the flippancy of ignorance 
—You are Asiatics, and therefore unfit for representative government.” Like 
William he, too, will not recognize the spirit and the wants of the times Both of 
them are mistaken. The government of a civilized people is a very difficult task. 
Hitherto the Prussian dynasty have ruled with the help of the bayonet, but their 
contest with the people have now begun in earnest. But the English system of 
government is Wholly different from the German, and the writer hopes that 
Lord Salisbury will abandon his opinion. He is only an ordinary subject of the 
Queen, and the decision of the question whether or not the people of India should 
get representative government should rest with the people of England. Fortu- 
nately, there is no difference of opinion between the people of India and the 
royal family of England, and the former will get what they want by dint of 
reasoning and argument. But in Germany popular discontent is likely to lead 
to bloodshed. ‘The eyes of the people have been opened, and the people of 
both Germany and India want to have a share in the administration of their 


respective countries. Neither the soldiers of William nor the ips dizit of. 


Lord Salisbury will be able to keep out the one people or the other from their 
natural rights. 
00. The following is an extract from an article in the Sudhdkur, of the 
Self-reliance among Muhamma- 18th March, entitled ‘‘ Learn Self-reliance” : — 
ans. We advise the Mussulmans to learn Self-reliance. 
From the day they ceased to possess this virtue, their fall has been inevitable. And 
the more they have fallen, the more they have forgotten the great virtue of self- 
reliance, English education has called into existence in this country a class of 
men characterized by independence of thought and feeling, but most people see 
that there is not a single Mahammadan in this class. Those belonging to this class 
are the ornaments of the educated community, and are characterized by great 
self-reliance and self-respect. Never relying on others, and possessing strength 
of mind nan uncommon measure, these men have raised themselves to ve 
igh stations in life, and have done much good to the Society to which they 
j long, To do good to their countrymen seems to be their one most ardent 
esire. It is to these men that the National Congress owes its origin, and the 
jorekeswar-Mugra railway scheme has proceeded from them. It is owing also to 
“se men that the Bengal Spinning and Weaving Company, the Titaghur Glass 
oundry and a Foundry for the manufacture of Brass-ware have been established. 
nite steamer lines have also been proposed by them. Several newspapers 
onducted by these men have been doing inmense good to the country by 
of ne to public notice the oppressions which are committed by high-handed 
e mage and by the tea planters. Their agitation of these matters has 
> © things muca better than they were some time ago. And it is the presence 
2 handful of these men on the municipal, the district, and the Local 


SupHakak, 
March 18th, 1892, 


Pont 


MEP Paes > age Se eee . ‘ ~— sgt a at 2 
PS SERRE | ry ene ee spa i itt oe: ee, : ne 


‘ . g . as —— - » ‘ P omer 
. ei . : Beit a . . my BAe 2x = z , = a — : 624.9%, (ne Sale Bg — rs 
Spas RUE LOT aren: SS Ne GEN ERR A BE PE oe nk RE ERT ot Ge EEO ES Se ROPE MLE Suku eee 
hi . ai ~ He ion agg St na ~ i” ve n 2 ‘ . ae nS tie ie a ee 2 ae ~~ ia ‘oe yar see A Roe een he a + a An ' - is Neg ct ae, Biss Ss Caner 
M6 eel = 4 , " ‘ SS t a xr + - i i fics — y 5 eee 5 te Shad ~ ~ x 2 5 ee - soe “a ~ ars es . ™. reall, i ei t ete J 
> Sue 6 SO} ie he “http - tal eagle ; : > : oo i . : ; ao, : ee ret ‘ eis way ail 3 : _ < “ we ‘ ' aes 
SS A EI OF Sp OLR eT ERR SRE SRN, lt ERS IR Ie Be ii NEI Mata De eet eR Ae POR APO UK Se Re OS BE a OR gE tee a Ei ate Ore Se dad heli: 
+i 7 . $18 ot 6 RS Pe 4 . “ 2 ay, ae 2 4 vv # - . s , CS .™ teas ., 
aR Pr se Haier re ‘sade = " ' oe ase ie EE AI Gites, Sat POR oe Ta SS ny Pe ee He AN et Lh ner RR SORT a OY . Aas tr - - ac 5 ee aly : . be kee 
. ss P : x Fea Aa a a AE set: . . we ee ery RE a . ide , pa Erte ' Me % . > i ee ke a an a laa STA AIS ipa ot, od Sees oye SIP BENET te > & ah a 
y . eet 4 Cee “ye 3 Pe? We a... fee Rie “ ~ SS er ee ih inna . ee ‘2 A on + 
Ph MET ye RAR yi hasan PARE cube . egy P are oy amat ciee, Gan . a ee = ed De io eee eo one ae . tee: Seitiyd eos ae * fers 5 = 


, “oa ‘ae os Pe ee, eS . fe : wind 
Pin ra Fed aaah oo which pada S's '~ eeton ns ing anid mokeety Seas te Re EES ‘ . ae 
< aie ‘ia Pa era 1 YES ¥en oe PM cele ea es pee Ce EE EY See he ee. 
. . oa os aioe eal REGAL I Ke , , : 


” eT RO ee tan Ro, Fee q wets a : Meet F ome Sick Pighes Ee ay ae aie pos ”" — _— en en _ . 7. n ian 
SEP SME: AO SEE eR A MORN Sit te A ee A me Niecy. oy rp apnea oa en eee ; 
kd ae 4 es (7k ae Tee Ae - 4 . * a Me a ee 4 “el Be” m ee ‘ 
Ben ee ty . ROR ee a i er ea a shied tess 
a ‘ - ‘ m r 


a | 


Boards, that has prevented Local Self-government in the country from falling 
a prey to the selfishness of mean-minded men. 

Necessity prompts men to action, and teaches them self-reliance. But even 
the thousand-and-one wants of the Muhammadans have failed to teach them 
either diligence or self-reliance. The leaders of the Muhammadan commyn;, 
are themselves too much Jaden with their work of flattery to be able to try the 
effects of self-reliance. They are ever and anon crying to Government at the 
top of their voice for “mercy” and “favour.” It cannot be doubted that the 
Muhammadansare fit objects of favour, and itis certain that high-minded Hindu; 
will not deny this. But is it not the duty of the Muhammadans to learn gel. 
reliance while in receipt of favours from Government? Do they not foresee 
that as ‘slaves of mercy and favour’ their utter degeneracy cannot be far off? 
Let them first do everything in their power to help themselves, and then ag 
Government to help them. 

BANGAVASr, 66. The Bangavdsi, of the 19th March, has the following :— 

March 19th, 1892. The English people cannot bear to see the sufferings of others. This 18, at 
The English people andthe fa- least, the pretext they make whenever there is occa. 
mine in Russia. sion for them to usurp other people’s possessions, 
The Khedive of Egypt was unable to maintain peace in his own dominions, and 
the English therefore came to his help with an adequate force. Theebaw, the 
King of Burmah, was a tyrant, of whom the Burmese people had grown sick, 
The English therefore took 'Theebaw’s country in order to establish peace and 
prosperity within it. The ruler of Sikkim was incapable of ruling his dom. 
nions, and the English at once came to his help. In this way the English make 
their appearance wherever there is oppression. And the history of the English 
people, as written by Englishmen, bears testimony to many such cases, But 
recently the English have shown themselves somewhat wanting in the exercise 
of this virtue. A terrible famine is just now raging in Russia. The English 
know of the distress, but their sympathetic heart has made no response to the 
distressful cry. The Lord Mayor of London lately computed that a subscnp- 
tion of four crores of rupees might do something in the way of partially alle- 
viating the distress, and called for subscriptions. But, strange to say, in England, 
the very father-land of the rich English people, not more than a thousand or 
twelve hundred rupees could be collected. Itis for the English people then- 

selves to explain this mysterious want of sympathy on such an occasion. 
Hinp1I Banaavasi, ov. The Hind Bangavast, of the 21st March, Says that the abolition of 
March 21st, 1892, The paddy tax tn Costes. the paddy tax in Ceylon is matter for anxiety to 

the Indians. 


DaINIK-0-SAMACHAR 58. The Dainik-o-Sdméchar+ Chandrika, of the 21st March, says that the 

ae epee , object of the fresh enquiries recently made by the 
March 2st, 1892. The Indian cloth industry. : bf 

Secretary of State regarding the working of the 

Indian cloth mills is doubtless to wreck the newly established cloth industry o 

this country. It is to be hoped that the Viceroy will, at least for once, act with 

independence, and with an eye to the good of India. No Viceroy will ever be 

able to consult the true interests of this country and save it from injury, if the 

Government of India has to carry out implicitly all the orders of the Secretary 

of State. The writer has Sir Edwin Arnold’s authority for saying that this 

view is shared by the Duke of Connaught. The writer is sure that if the Vice 

roy remains firm, and is resolved upon doing good to India, the Home Govert- 


ment can never compel the Indian Government to carry out its unjust orders. 
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Urtya Papers. 


59. The native papers of Orissa are not satisfied with the declared policy 
of Government that a permanent settlement of its 
revenue would not be granted to Orissa after the 
expiry of the period of the present settlement, and they are of opinion that the 
percentage of cultivated lands in that province is sufficient to warrant the adop- 

ais aa tion of a permanent settlement. 
MAVSSAUTAD, 60. The Uriyaand Navasamvad, of the 2nd March, is sorry to find thst 
perce Wane haem ae o theft of question papers set by the Calcutta Univer: 
Bde of University examination city is causing needless trouble to candidates, who 
aad have been required to undergo a second examination 


Permanent Settlement in Orissa. 


( 313 ) 


for no fault of theirs. The writer suggests that a sifting enquiry ought to be 
made with the object of finding out the real culprits. 

61. The same paper is of opinion that theft 
and dacoity are on the increase in the Baleswar 
district. | 


Theft and dacoity in the Bales- 
war district. 


62. The Samvadvahika, of the 8rd March, and the Utkaldipika, of the 
5th March, are clearly of opinion that there will be 
general scarcity of food in the Orissa Province in 
the near future, and that the authorities should be prepared for the crisis. 

63. The Samvadvuhika, of the 3rd March, pro- 
poses a legislative prohibition of Hindu polygamy. 


Scarcity in Orissa. 


Hindu polygamy. 


AssAM PAPERS. 


64. The Silchar, of the 7th March, has the following in the course of 
an article headed: “Is this the way in which Go- 
vernment wishes to teach morality ” ?— 

Now-a-days, boys and girls, young men and 
young women, old men and old women, have all taken to evil ways, and one hears 
of nothing but ‘ wickedness’ onall sides, As all men have become wicked, it 1s no 
wonder that one should see bad conduct, bad morality, bad action, and bad religion 
everywhere. What hopes of improvement can that country have which contains 
within it wickedness in so many shapes and forms? But being the protectors of 
the people’s morality and religion, the rulers of the country have taken upon them- 
selves the task of re-establishing righteousness in place of the prevailing wickedness. 
Henceforth morality will be taught in schools and colleges, and provision has 
been made for inflicting bodily, mental and pecuniary punishments for disobey- 
ing moral instructions. ‘There is no lack of punishments under English rule. 
Punishments consisting of whipping, imprisonment, residence in hajat, &c., have 
been provided for all possible offences, including that of having intercourse with 
on’sown wife, &c. People have, indeed, been harassed with punishments. But 
Government being the mack of the country can do what it kes. But who is 
topunish it, if it goes wrong itself? The son cannot punish his father: it is enough 
if he can only warn his father of his shortcoming. Now to the important point. 
In Bengal, cattle-pounds are sold by auction, and Government has consequently 
no connection with them. But in Assam, cattle-pounds are Government’s khas 
property, and are administered by the police—by a class of officers, that is, at 
whose hands even human beings, not to speak of animals, meet with violent death. 
Under the rules, a fine of 4 or 8 annas is levied per head of cattle inpounded, and 
2 annas is charged per head as cost of feed. But the cattle impounded are 
nevertheless kept without food. The pound-keepers, who are supposed to look 
alter the cattle, do nothing besides confining them in pounds, and letting them 
off on receipt of fine. They generally work at the house of some Babu, and 
dine there. They have consequently no time to look after the cattle in the 
pounds, which are kept in a dying state without food and water, upon an accu- 
mulation of urine and excrement. Though there are Hindus among these police- 
ae : , g these police 

» no one takes pt on these animals. The Deputy Commissioner is 
urgently entreated to look at the administration of the pounds. It is also hoped 


that the Hindus of Silchar will convene a meeting in order to devise remedial 
measures. 


The administration of cattle- 
pounds in Assam. 


6). ‘The same paper says that Cachar being a hilly district, people here 
Passes for fre-arms in Cachar, 2F@ Obliged to keep fire-arms in order to protect 
themselves against wild animals. They have to 
renew their passes every year for the use of their fire-arms. This year, passes 
ave been withheld from many, and will not be granted to them unless they can 
Produce certificates of good conduct from the police. ‘The consequence of this 
wil be that many will be compelled to bribe the police, and the depredations of 
wild animals will increase if fire-arms are not returned at all. 
66. The same paper says that during the last Munipur war many mirasdars 
_ Compensation to the mirasdars of Cachar were compelled to lend their elephants to 
Cachar, Government for carrying transport. Through over- 
on work many of these animals have died. Thus many 
lige, = who depended on their animals for their livelihood have been put to great 
culty. Government ought to grant compensation to them, 
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SILCHAR, 
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ddle-class people 
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